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Message

It gives me immense pleasure to note that the Women’s Cell of
Bilashipara College Teachers’ Unit (ACTA) is publishing a multilingual
multidisciplinary book of research articles. While interdisciplinary
research has gained much momentum in the current research
environment, multilingualism is an undeniable reality in today’s world.
I hope the present book will be able to address diverse social issues in
a meaningful way.

Further, I do highly appreciate the initiative of the Women’s Ce]]
of Bilashipara College Teachers’ Unit. In fact, the Women’s Cell of
Assam College Teachers’ Association (ACTA) has always been
playing an important role in mobilizing on women’s views and
perspectives on important social issues, questioning the existing biased
and stereotypical notions (that reject identity and respectable space
to women), assimilating gender consciousness into all systems of
knowledge in order to progress towards a true gender sensitive society
and eliminating cultures of impunity. I am sure that the findings of the
research articles in the present book will help the society to bring
changes for social well being in general and women empowerment in
particular.

I congratulate the Editor(s) and Members of the Editorial Boarg
and convey my best wishes to President, Secretary and all the memberg
of Bilashipara College Teachers' Unit.

B
(Biswajit Bhuyan)
President
Assam College Teachers’ Association



Message from the Convener of
Women Cell, ACTA

It gives me pleasure to know that Women’s Cell of Bilasipara
College Teachers’ Unit is going to publish a multilingual and
multidisciplinary research articles Yajnaseni-2018

I convey my best wishes for the fulfillment of the objectives of
the journal and congratulate the Cell for bringing out the journal.

I hope the journal will reflects the problems of women and
also play an important role in suggesting solutions to the problems
and thus contribute towards creation of an egalitarian society.

Date: 24/08/2018 Dr. Bobita Das
Convener

Women’s Cell, ACTA
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EDITORIAL

It gives us immense pleasure to associate ourselves with
the publication of Yajnasens, a book on multi-lingual and multi-
disciplinary research articles published by Women Cell, Bilasipara
College Teachers’ Unit, ACTA.

The concept of emancipating women is very relevant now
a day. Ofcourse, a successful embodiment of the concept of
women empowerment is still pie in the sky. Likewise the position
of women in this contemporary society is how far secured is a
matter of deep concern. The socio environment, basically, for
the bulk of women in contrary to their expectations. Challenges
for the self dependent women are always higher than the
common. Yet, to work for the upliftment of the society, we have
to proceed ahead through experience, skill, talent and should
work for common salvation.

Yajnaseni, a book on multidisciplinary and multi-lingual
research articles, published by Women Cell, Bilasipara College
Teachers’ Unit is an open platform, basically, for progressive
and rationalistic ideas. May it play its roles in expressing the
thoughts and ideas, hope and aspirations in multiple stand point
of various research field in general and in the field of progressive
and development of the women in patticular.

In the very outset we would like to offer our sincere gratitude
to Prof. Karuna Kanta Sarmah, Principal i/c Bilasipara College
for his support and cooperation to bring forth this special issue.
In this context, we feel glad to thank the advisors of the editorial
board. We would like to go on recotd to register our deep sense




of appreciation and acknowledgement to the entire editorial team
in general for their commendable contributions. We would be
happy to offer our love and tespect to Prof. Biswajit Bhuyan,
Honourable President, Assam College Teachers’ Association, Dr.
Bobita Das, Convener, Women Cell, ACTA, Nirupama
Bargohain, veteran writer and critic and Anuradha Sarmah Pujari,
eminent writer and editor, Sadin; for their best wishes that give
a moral boost to our editorial body to publish this book. We
highly appreciate the scholars of different disciplines of the
college and from the other institutions for their valuable
contributions for the successful publication of this Issue. We
exptress our thanks to all the members of Women Cell and the
members of Bilasipara College Unit, for their spontaneous
cooperation, precious suggestions and encouragement at every
moment.

We like to offer our gratitude to Dr. Kingshuk Chakraborty
for designing the cover page in spite of his busy schedule and
Ranjit Ghosh for the cooperaﬂon for publishing the book in due
time.

In spite of our earnest endeavor to make the volume
flawless, some errors might still creep into it. It is our belief thaq
the reading public will bear with us for any error, lapse o1
deficiency by dint of their intrinsic generosity of spirite and come
forward with constructive criticism, which would enable s to
improve in the near future.

Regards,

Lakhima Hazarika
Dr. Kingshuk Chaktaborty
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ENGLISH SECTION

EFFECT OF FISH LACED WITH FORMALIN
ON HUMAN HEALTH

ANITA KOERY

The air of Assam is almost always filled with chatter about special
dishes of fish more specially “Machher Tenga”. But Pisciculture in
Assam is in very poor stage till date. As well as demand on fish is
increased continuously. That is why a gap between supply and demand
from local sources is increasing regularly. So there is no way out
except to import fish from other state to fill up the gap between supply
and demand. 4

Here the problem starts. These imported fishes from other states
are proved as a serious health hazards for the fish lovers. Due to
rapid use for formalin now-a-days, fish is very dangerous for our
health. Fich wholesalers are using formalin, a toxic and carcinogenic
chemical commonly used to preserve dead bodies in mortuaries, to
prevent fish from deteriorating. Formalin is derived from
formaldehyde which is a known cancer causing agent. _

Formalin is a big threat on fish/foods now a days. Use formalin
on foods is increasing day by day. For technological advancement,
people has invented the way of preserving foods for a long period of
time. But almost all of these may be fatal for human being.

The widespread application of formalin for long term preservation
poses a massive threat to the Human Health and nutrition at an
alarming level. The world health organization has set the acceptable
level of 15ppm of formalin for the human body.

Human studies have shown that chronic inhalation exposure to
formal dehyde is associated with respiratory symptoms and eye, nose,
skin and throat irritation. On the other hand, the oral exposure to
formal dehyde related to the induction of gastrointestinal tract ulcer.
Too much consumption of formalin can lead to Liver cirrhosis, Liver
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Cancer and it may also harm our bone marrow and cause anemia,
leukemia.

Here are some easy tricks and tips to remove the formalin from
our fish/food, while at home -

1. The most effective system to get formalin free food items/
fish ingredient are vinegar. Firstly, if we mix a cup of vinegar into one
litre of water. Then keep the fish / food items into vinegar mixed
water for 15-20 minutes. After that we shall wash it well with ordinary
water.

2. Another way to remove it from the fish, we may soak the fish
body in cold water for atleast one hour. The examination shows that
the fish body becomes 61 percent formalin free.

3. A more effective way is to have at least one hour in salt water
before we cook it, the fish will be reduced about 90% of the amount
of toxic or formalin.

4. One more effective method is that if we wash the fish with
the rice water obtained from washing rice for the first time which is
slightly acidic in nature. After that, we should wash it with ordinary
tap water. Near about 70% toxic or formalin will be gone with this
system.

At present, in our country, a large amount of formalin is being
mixed into dried fish. To remove toxic or formalin from dried fish
exactly one of the above approaches should be followed. In this way
formalin must be eliminated, as well the flavour of the fish will be
increased.

Fishes have red gills are directly related to the freshness of the
fish. This may be true but we need to know the distinction in shades
as well. If the gills are reddish -maroon the fish is fresh while if it is
maroonish-black, the fish could have begun to decay. At the same
time, if the gills are bright red the fish might have definitely be laced
with formalin.

If we have ever noticed, fresh fish would always have clear
eyes and those that have been dead for a while would begin to have
cloudy eyes. We should avoid those.

While many people assess the freshness of the fishes by its
firmness, we can confirm the presence of formalin in the fishes if

94 < Yajnaseni



they are rubbery to touch. If they are soft, that means the fishes have
begun to already decay.

If we find the fins or tail in a decayed or shrivelled up state while
the flesh appears fresh, it is advisable to avoid the lot. It is quite easy
to miss the fins but our insistence could save our life. :

Though we always talk about the dirty nature of our fish markets and
some of us have atleast tried to make it clean but this nature helps us to
identify contaminated fish. Because flies present in dirty markets do not try
to concentrate on formalin added fish.

Thus we conclude that the percentage of formalin may be
declined by applying the above method. I also like to mension that a
mass awareness campaign is necessary to create a consciousness
among the people of rural area with in a short time. If the peoples
(farmers) are motivated to conserve the water resources of Assam
then I think the problem will be sort out in near future. O
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REGIONALISM IN THE WRITINGS OF
THOMAS HARDY

Anushila Chakravarty

Abstract : Thomas Hardy, the famous English
Litterateur is known as to be the Regional writer, for his
well depiction of Wessex- the old name for a territory in
the south-west of England of which he himself was a
native. Hardy made this region the settings of almost all
his novels which, for this region, have come to be known
as the Wessex Novels. Hardy’s picture of Wessex is the
most elaborate study of landscape in English Literature.
No other novelist can render the sights and smells of the
countryside with much evocative sensuousness. No one
before Hardy had made the landscape part of the story.
Each of his novels deals with a different aspect of Wessex
life —in the woodlands ,under the greenwood tree,by
country market places,upon waste heaths, at diary farms
and among sheepholds etc. Regional novels generally
depicting physical feature, life, customs, manners,history
etc.of some particular region or locality,which are
regarded as to be the highly creative works of art.There
is often nostalgia and sentimentality in the writings since
the region may be a reaction or reflection of the author’s
own. Although the places that appear in his novels actually
exists, in many cases he gave the place a fictional
name,e.g.,in Far from the Madding Crowd, he described
Wessex as ‘a merely realistic dream country’. Most of
the living characters of Hardy’s novels are always natives
of the countryside. However much they travel or
educate themselves, they bear the stamp of field and

96 < Yajnaseni



village on every facet of their personalities. With his
intimate knowledge of natural phenomena, Hardy makes
us feel, by his delicate and multifold allusiveness, the
significance of the life of the countryside and the mystic
relation between the toiling peasants and the hills and
valleys where they live and move and have their being.

The paper attempts to illustrate the greatness of
Hardy as a regional novelist and to make an observation
of the basic elements of his writings through which he
makes his chosen region as universal in its appeal.

Keywords : Regionalism, Nostalgia, Fiction,
Natural Phenomena, Countryside life.

Regionalism and its forms :

Regionalism, refers to love for something in preference to the
nation similarly Regionalism refers to the love for a particular region
in preference to the of which the region is a part.The Regionalism
has to connotations. In the negative since it implies excessive
attachment to ones region in preference to the state. In the positive it
is a political attribute associated with people’s love for their region,
culture, language etc., with a view to maintain their independent identity.

Meeting someone for the first time, we ask ‘where are you from?’
place is the centre of meaning of everything. It is place around which
experiences are constructed to disseminate meanings. People need
place in order to get meaning of significance. A place lands with
experiences and memory of a particular group of people who are
deep rooted in a particular territory. A place in meticulous in giving an
identity to them who reside their. It gives identity, language and basic
patterns of life. It makes distinction between ‘us an them’ and insiders
and outsiders. The globe, particularly India had only space, except
the shrine. It is the colonizers who gave spaces a new name and thus
place came into exist. Place of Thomas Hardy is a specific place. It
does not have urban space. It is free from cultural imperialism,
globalization, state centralization of cultural power, international
consumerism and McDonalization. The society is moral society, and
the villages are organic with some undercity elements.
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Objectives :

1. The paper aims at to study the places which confirm to local
sensibility,
2.The study also create a specific identity of regionalism,cited
in the writings of Hardy,
3.The paper describes how Hardy’s Wessex have deployed
about a place of common folks of south East region of England.

Methodology :

The study is based on secondary sources. The data are mainly
collected from books, journals, research papers, internet sources etc.
The methods which I used are mainly descriptive and analytic.

Thomas Hardy, the great Victorian novelist is often regarded a
regionalist, a perssimist, a romantic and a naturalist. Ha rdy’s
regionalism is strictly connected to ‘“Wessex’ the area in which he set
his works, and for which his novels are called Wessex novels. Wessex
was one of the seven Anglo-Saxon kingdoms covering the
southwestern part of England including Dorsetshire. Hardy had great
fascination towards the natural beauty and serenity of his native place
as well as that of Dorsetshire. He was a free man of Dorsetshire and
also became himself a beloved part of the Wessex, which he had so
lovingly delineated in his novels. Hardy’s Dorsetshire for which he
took the old name of Wessex, is a land of memories. Egdon Health
being an essential part of this landscape, his elaborate description of
this health has become famous in the opening chapter of his novel
“The Return of The Native”, introducing the chief character- Nature,
the Earth, the Existence which is the dark, immemorial environment
whose influences control the lives and destinies of those who dwell
contentedly amid its wilderness. Egdon Health itself is a sort of
character in this novel. It is all pervasive, without it the novel would
be inconceivable. Egdon Health symbolizes the whole cosmic order
in which man is but an insignificant particle. Hardy’s finest effects in
the novel are derived from the settings and ways of life that has
impressed his childish imagination at his father’s cottage in Dorset..
Herein this novel Hardy also gives expression of the rustic characters
who are the part of this landscape through whom the readers are
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acquainted with beliefs, customs, habits, occupations etc. of the people
of Wessex. The rustics also work as a source of humour in the novels
of Hardy. They provide of comic element in the serious and sad story.
Again an elaborate description of the wessex landscape is revealed
throughout his novel, “Tess of the D’Urbervilles”. In “Tess of the
D’Urbervilles” Hardy put all his strength into the opening chapter of
the novel. He presents here necessary facts about the D’ Urbervilles
descent, the picture of John Durbeyfield etc. The second chapter
gives a vivid description of the Vale of Blackmoor, where lies Tess’
home village, which works as the background for the drama of his
novel. The vale was a fertile and sheltered tract of the rural occupations
of Wessex like the agricultural labour(as expressed through Tess),
milking of cows at Talbothays etc, is also expressed well. Nature also
plays an important role in Hardy and his novels. Hardy shows a
profound feeling for the healths andpastures of Wessex. All his heroes
and heroines are attracted towards the outward beauty of nature, but
they are totally unknown of nature’s inward cruelty and harshness.
They seek happiness and pleasures in life but happiness is denied to
them by nature. Because all of them are simpletons.

Regionalism in the Novels of Thomas Hardy :

Thomas Hardy is a poet, short story writer and a novelist of the
Victorian era. He is considered as a regional novelist. His greatness
as a novelist lies in his depiction of Wessex, in his novels-tess of the
D,urbervilles, the return of the native, jude the Obscure, the mayor of
casterbridge and Far from the madding crowd. His wessex stretches
from the English Channel in the south, to cornwall in the west, and
Oxford to the North. It is this limited region which forms the scenic
background to each of his Wessex Novels.He is the only novelist
whose all novels set in the South and West in England. His hometown
of Dorchester is called Casterbridge. He presents the hometown in
his novel The Mayor of Casterbridge. Wessex is a fictional concept
that consisted of the small area of Dorset where he grew up. Hardy
eveloped Wessex at the time of writing fiction . Hardy first used
‘Wessex’ in Far from the Madding Crowd. Wessex is a fictional region
for his works, In the Return of the Native, he introduced South Wessex.
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Upper and Mid-Wessex are mentioned in Far from the Madding
Crowd. In ‘Far From the Madding Crowd’ Hardy presents Wessex
as “A merely realist dream country”. Hardy succeeds in presenting
his own regional mythology through the correction of fictional Wessex.
His novels are celebrated for the realistic depiction of English pastoral
life. His words depict the natural landscape and rustic inhabitants of
19* century Dorset.

Elements of regionalism in “Tess of the D’ Urbervilles” :

Thomas Hardy a Victorian pessimist set all his major novels in
the South and Southwest of England named the area ‘Wessex’ In
many cases he gave the real place a fictional name. When he created
the concept of a fictional ‘Wessex’, in consisted merely of the small
area of Dorset in which Hardy grew up. The nature and significance
of ideas of Wessex where .developed over a long series of novels
though a lengthy period of time. The idea of Wessex place as an
important artistic role in Hardy’s works, assisting the presentation of
themes of progresses, primitivism, sexuality religion, nature and
naturalism, Hardy’s resurrection of the name ‘Wessex’ is larely
responsible for the popular modern use of the term of describly the
Southwest region of England today, panoply of organization take their
name from Hardy to describe their relationship to the area.

Like all other novels, Wessex forms the background of the novel
“tess of the D’Urbervilles’. In this novel, ‘Wessex’ becomes a
continent and the rang of very modernate hills takes on the significance
of the Alps, separating a harsh northern zone from a softer, more
energetic southen one.

Assessing the Experience and Effect of Anxiety of Place and
Space in Shilabhadra’s Anushandhan and Hardy’s Jude the
Obscure : An Observation :

The milieu or the settings of the novels Anushandhan by
Shilabhadra and Jude the Obscure by Thomas Hardy are far apart in
distance and time. Yet, both this novels are representative of the verying
degree of anxiety of place and space as experienced by the characters
at different points of time. It is the fear of being excluded from the
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social space and society that Satyajit, a partially disabled character, in
Anushandhan and makes fun of his own disability and boasts of his
strength at the slightest pretext and in uncalled for situation. He fails
to avail of the provision to be on his own determined will and choice in
the face of persistent insistence of the society assume the prescribed
role in the society. It is in the line of keeping peace with the change
social environment and societal expectations of changing time that
Bhrigu Chaudhary, the main protagonist in Anushandhan directs his
actions and thoughts at. Anxieties as experienced by Sue Bridehead
and Jude Fawley, who represent the lower rungs of the society in
Judy the obscure, minly takes place due to their endeavour to earn for
themselves as the users of social or public space and place in society.
There are seen always struggling and trying to negotiate their
confirmed beliefs and convictions with the convenitions of the society
lest they aggravate their anxieties of place and space more. Socio-
economic factors like poverty, education, arbanization also go a long
way in engendering and aggravating the anxieties of place and space
in the minds of the characters.

The setting of Madhupur in much of the fictional writings of
Silabhactra bears resemblance to that of Thomas Hardy’s Wessex in
terms of both the linguistic variation and cultural fabric of the places
and their distinctive identity compared to their mainstream counterpart.
Silabhadra’s creative writing manifests the geographical location of
Madhupur as a tendency to revert to his past through the dimension
of space and memory whereas. Hardy’s obsession of Wessex has
more to with the deep-rooted traditional and cultural framework that
was essentially British. However, both exhibit something in common;
the antithetical nature of their ‘undercity’ to that of the urban social
and cultural formation of its opposite.

Thomas Hardy, the son of a stonemason, was born in Dorset,
England, on June 2, 1840. He trained as an architect and worked in
London and Dorset for ten years. Hardy began his writing career as
a novelist, publishing Desperate Remedies in 1871, and was soon
successful enough to leave the field of architecture for writing. His
novels Tess of The D’Urbervilles(1891), The Return of the Native,
Jude the Obscure (1895), which are considered literary classics today.
Hardy set his “Novels of Character and Environment,” as he did
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most of his other novels, poems and short stories, around the market
town of Dorchester (‘Casterbridge’), near his boyhood home at
Bockhampton, on the edge of ‘Egdon’ Heath. Although both Anthony
Trollope (1815-82) and George Eliot (1819-80) had used similar settings
in their novels, Hardy’s rural backdrop is neither romantic nor idealized.
From the publication of his first novels Hardy’s critics accused him of

_being overly Pessimistic about humanity’s place in the scheme of
things. In 1901, Hardy expressed the notion that “non-rationality seems.
. .to be the [guiding] principle of the Universe.” In all his fiction.
chance is the incarnation of the blind forces controlling human destiny.”
His writings revolves around the theme of regionalism and rootedness
particularly reflected through the depiction of the place named
WESSEX,— the socio-political-geographical significance of wessesx,
how minute and trivial, day to day happenings of the life of the people
are depicted culturally, giving an imaginative dimension to the place.
The place Wessex is not only a place but also a character in play
itself , as if it is an living entity with its ever gloomy presence.

Findings :

Thomas Hardy, the son of a stonemason, was born in Dorset,
England, on June 2, 1840. He trained as an ar-chitect and worked in
London and Dorset for ten years. Hardy began his writing career as
a novelist, publishing Desperate Remedies in 1871, and was soon
successful enough to leave the field of architecture for writing. His
novels Tess of The D’Urbervilles(1891), The Return of the Native,
Jude the Obscure (1895), which are considered literary classics today.
. Hardy set his “Novels of Character and Environment,” as he did
most of his other novels, poems and short stories, around the market
town of Dorchester (‘Casterbridge’), near his boyhood home at
Bockhampton, on the edge of ‘Egdon’ Heath. Although both Anthony
Trollope (1815-82) and George Eliot (1819-80) had used similar settings
in their novels, Hardy’s rural backdrop is neither romantic nor idealized.
From the publication of his first novels Hardy’s critics accused him of
being overly Pessimistic about humanity’s place in the scheme of
things. In 1901, Hardy expressed the notion that “non-rationality seems.
- -to be the [guiding] principle of the Universe.” In all his fiction.
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chance is the incarnation of the blind forces controlling human destiny.”
His writings revolves around the theme of regionalism and rootedness
particularly reflected through the depiction of the place named
WESSEX, —the socio-political-geographical significance of wessesx,
how minute and trivial, day to day happenings of the life of the people
are depicted culturally, giving an imaginative dimension to the place.
The place Wessex is not only a place but also a character in play
itself , as if it is an living entity with its ever gloomy presence.

Hardy named the South and South West of England as ‘Wessex’
after the me-dieval Anglo-Saxon kingdom and succeeded in building
up, through his novels, an immortal region. Of course, the actual
definition of Hardy’s ‘Wessex’ varied widely through-out his career
and was not definitely settled. His conception of ‘Wessex’ as a
separate, cohesive, geographical iden-tity has proved powerful, despite
the fact that it was originally created purely as an artistic conceit. It is
notable that although the places which appear in the novels actually
exist, in many cases, he gave the place a fictional name. Similarly,
Shilabhadra sets most of his short stories in Madhupur which is
originally his birth place ‘Gauripur’. He uses the name ‘Madhupur
instead of ‘Gauripur’ to commemorate his sweet memories of his
childhood and adolescence. In his memory, ‘Madhupur’ is a sweet
and pleasant haven of eternal peace, satisfaction and fulfillment, despite
of his long life away from Modhupur, he identifies himself as an
aboriginal for the familiar geographical and cultural sorroundings of
the place. As a result of this, Modhupurs finds a favourable place in
most of his short stories. In other words, ‘Modhupur’ is the back
bone of his literacy activities. The two authors deal in not only the
region but also the regional languages. The affinities of the two are
conspicuous despite of difference of temperament in dealing in the
regions. Hence, The ‘Return of the Native’ of Thomas Hardy and
‘Madhupur Bahudur’ of ‘Shilabhadra’ have been chosen for studying
the various aspects or regionalism.

The setting of Madhupur in much of the fictional writings of
Silabhadra bears resemblance to that of Thomas Hardy’s Wessex in
terms of both the linguistic variation and cultural fabric of the places
and their distinctive identity compared to their mainstream counterpart.
Silabhadra’s creative writing manifests the geographical location: of
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Madhupur as a tendency to revert to his past through the dimension
of space and memory whereas. Hardy’s obsession of Wessex has
more to with the deep-rooted traditional and cultural framework that
was essentially British. However, both exhibit something in common;
the antithetical nature of their ‘undercity’ to that of the urban social
and cultural formation of its opposite. O
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PROBLEMS OF ADOLESCENT
PARENTING AND MOTIVATION

Atikur Rahman

Adolescence is the most wonderful time of human lie.
Adolescence is commonly understood to define the period of life
between childhood and adulthood (Kaplan, 2004). This time frame
however, not only describes a very divers reality, but adolescence
varies considerably across culture, overtime, and within individuals. It
is the transitional period between the ages of 13 to 19, popularly known
as Teen Age. The experiences and difficulties at this time also depend
upon the parent-child relationship. Many parents may get upset by
the changes in the behaviour of their son and daughter. This ear and
suspicious of elders may create problems among the teenage. Further
there is also a significant change in relationship with parent. Resistance
to parental authority and to the rigid moral codes imposed by them
may cause rise to anxiety in the parents. ~ .

Madam Luella Colle, in her book “Adolescence” described the
adolescence as the time of “Storm and stress”, sudden psycho-physical
changes make the child a little bit perplexed restless, prone to
selfishness or dis-obedient to pavement and society. Besides that rapid
social changes and multimedia also influence the behaviour pattern of
adolescence and thus parents and teachers find it very difficult to
control them properly. :

Here in this article, like to focus some light about the behavioral
problem and how to develop knowledge and skills, learn to manage
emotions and relationship, and acquire attributes and abilities that will
be important for enjoying the adolesencnt years and assuming adult
roles.

Objective of this article is -

1. To know the basic physical, psychological and social changes
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of adolescent.

2. To know the behavioral problems peer group pressure and
multimedia pressure on adolescent.

3. And about motivating and parenting the adolescent.

Because Adolescent is not only the time of storm and stress; it is
also the time creativity also. We have lot of examples of creative
youth. Swami Vivekananda wrote his masterpiece about “religion
science and youth”-when he was very young. Galileo was only 18
years old when he investigated the principles of pendulum in the swim
lamp of Pisa. Shakespeare wrote his masterpiece at an airily young
age and so on so on.

So, it is the time when ones creativity is in the peak and we have
to give proper guidance to young adolescent to express their creativity
in proper and desirable way.

The causes of emotional intensity may be traced in the need for
re-adjustment feeling of uncertainty, insecurity, expecting on adult/s
behaviour, mutual curiosity in boys and girls, finding himself
incompetent in various situations, failure in studies, non-fulfillment
desires, quarrels and mis-understanding between parents strict parental
control, religious doubts and future employment problems are some
major problems faced by the adolescent. Psychologist have noticed
some features of problems such as--

Violent type

Lack of stability.

Lack of control in motion and expression.

Long lasting emotional fury.

More careless in behaviour than before

Less careful others comforts

Giving rude replies

To become short tempered and express dis-pleasure
Interfering others conversation

10. Beating the younger children in the home

11. Appearing serious and engrossed in ruttiest studies.
12. Rejecting other people’s advice and acting against it.
13. Showing no interest in ideals and principles

14. Getting irritated on criticism by other

WRXNANRRN -
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15. Worried and annoyed when compared them with other.

These are the some common worries and problems faced by
the parents and guardians and teachers from the adolescent. So, parents
should have extra cautions when handle these children. They are as
brittle as the lass ware; little wrong treatment may cause tremendous
repercussions among them. So, they should be treated psychologically
and symmetrically. They want to express their creativity through writing
stories, poems, dramas; diary etc (Annerank’s Diary) is an example,
So parents should not prevent them, rather encourage them,

Parenting and Adolescent Motivation :

Social cognitive theory states that individual learns and performs
based on pyramidal- personal actors, behaviour and environmental
factors. Research in this area suest that highly motivated students
are more academic success. Thus parenting practice need very vast
and elaborate study. Here I shall summaries study of few research
papers on motivating outcomes as performed by parents that may
influence students behaviour results in their academic excellence.

Parenting style has been defined in several ways by several
researchers. They observe that the authoritative parenting style and
supportive parenting style to be synonymous, as they both describe
behaviors, but have different labels. For example, each of these parent,
shares common characteristics where autonomy support and
authorities consider the child as being an integral part of decision
making. Symonds in his book “Psychology of parent Child Relation”
and “ A Study of Parental Acceptance and Reiseetq” has given
conclusion that worry overtakes those adolescents who are denied
parental aectgion-they create nuisance in schools and thus become
back benchers children who receive parental affection are generally
socially, emotionally stable and have co-operative in outlook. Unhealthy
parenting results in mal-adjusted personality among adolescent. So
parental control strict or otherwise has to play a major role in healthy
behavioral process of adolescent. For motivate teenagers parent and
teacher can adopt some simple drives as below

a) Encouragement is a key deriver.

b) Praise —strong weapon to motivate.

108 < Yajnaseni



g
h)

Humor —teens enjoy a sense of humor and coping, much
better than tedious lectures.

Meaningful conversation with teen agers can help to solve
many problems.

Should embrace their imperfection-all are not equal; we
should not compare teen agers with others. '
Consider their capabilities

Express appreciation

Lead by examples etc.

Although adolescent have some problems it is the duty of parents,
teachers and social leaders to give proper guidance. Almost all
adolescent are consciously or unconsciously influenced by their social
adjustment problems. Parents and teachers should extent their helpful

" hand to make their lie better. Especially there should be educational

and vocational counseling in school and colleges to give proper guidance
to adolescents. More research work has to be carry on in this field to
empower our youths for the all-round progress of our country. O
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CAPITAL STRUCTURE AND
PROFITABILITY — AN EMPIRICAL
ANALYSIS OF NTPC LTD

Atul Kumar Paul*

Abstract : Financial planning is one of the important factors
affecting firm’s success in a way to maximize firm value
through proper combination of assets, debts and equity.
Policies of working capital management, real investment and
capital structure are the most important components of
financial planning. The main aim of present study is to
examine the effect of the capital structure on profitability of
NTPC Ltd. dealing in financial activities .The study realised
that the Debt Equity Ratio has influence on the profitability
measures viz, ROTA,ROCE and ROE of NTPC Ltd. The nature
of the study is descriptive and analytical research which is
conducted on the basis of secondary data. The present study
is based on the analysis of ten years annual report of NTPC
Ltd .from 2007-08 to 2016-17

Keywords: Capital Structure, Profitability

Introduction :

NTPC Ltd is the largest power generating company in India
both in terms of installed capacity and generated output. The company
is engaged in the business of generation and sale of bulk power. The
company has two segments: generation and other business. There
other business includes providing consultancy, project management
and supervision, oil and gas exploration, and coal mining. The Company
contributed 28.6% of the total power generation of India. They were

ranked 317" in the 2009, Forbes Global 2000 ranking of the World’s
biggest Companies.

110 % Yajnaseni




Financial strength refers to the act of performing financial activity.
In broader sense, financial strength refers to the degree to which
financial objectives are being or has been accomplished. It is the
process of measuring the firm’s policies and operations in monetary
terms. It is used to measure firm’s overall financial health over a
given period of time. Financial analysts often assess firm’s production
and profitability performance, liquidity performance, working capital
performance, capital structure, fixed assets performance, fund flow
performance. However in the present study, financial health of NTPC
Ltd. is measured in the perspective of capital structure and its impact
on profitability.

Conceptual Framework :

Capital structure refers to the mix of capitalization. A firm can
mobilize its required capital by issuing different type of securities i.e.,
equity shares, preference shares, bonds and debentures. In other words
capital structure is the combination of various kinds of securities issued
by the company.

Definition: According to Geresternberg “ Capital structure of a
company refers to the makeup of its capitalization and it includes all
long term sources viz, loans, reserves, shares, and bonds”

EF Brigham defines capital structure as “the percentage shares
of each type of capital used by the firm-debt, preference share capital,
equity share capital, and retained earning”.

Thus, Capital structure refers to the proportion of different sources
of capital; here relationship is.established between owners Capital
and borrowed capital mix. Here utmost care be exercised to use lowest
cost capital. The main focus should be on the following:

(a) Acquiring funds by issuing equity shares.

(b) Acquiring funds by issuing preference shares.

(c) Acquiring funds by issuing debentures and bonds.

In short, a mixture of own capital and borrowed capital is capital
structure.

Determinants of Capital Structure :

The capital structure of a business firm depends on a number of
factors. The importance of the factors varies from organization to
organization depends on the business cordition. The following are the
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factors which determine the capital structure of a firm.

i) Trading on equity

ii) Legal Restriction

iii) Size of the company

iv) Nature of enterprise

v) Control

vi) Capital market condition

vii) Purpose of financing

viii) Requirement of investors

ix) Flexibility

x) Assets Structure

xi) Attitude of the management

xii) Cost of Capital

xiii) Corporate tax rate
Objectives of the Study :

The basic objectives of the said study are:

® To study the relationship between capital structure and
profitability.

® To find out the impact of capital structure on profitability.

Research Methodology :

The present study is mainly based on secondary data. The study
concentrates on NTPC LTD. The data has been analyzed using various
statistical tools like correlation, regression by SPSS. The figures for
the purpose of the analysis have been collected from various sources
like annual reports of the company for a period of ten years from
2007-08 to 2016-17.The Debt to Equity ratio is used as a dependent
variable while profitability ratios like ROTA, ROCE, ROE are used
as independent variables.

Limitation of the study :

The important limitations of the study are given below:-

1. The study is based on secondary data sources.

2. Ten years data for NTPC Ltd. has been analyzed but the
results may not be proper for long run.

3. The net profit is considered as return on investment.
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Data Analysis :

Debt-Equity Ratio: In this ratio Debt includes all long-term
debts and excludes all current liabilities and Equity includes equity as
well as Preference share capital and Reserve & Surplus. This ratio is
one of the most important tools of analysing Capital Structure of a
firm. This ratio also shows the relative contribution of Debt financiers
and equity financiers in the total long term fund. .

Debt-Equity Ratio
Long — term Debt(long Term Borrowings + other long term loans)

— —— X 100
~ Equity Share Capital + Preference Sharecapital + Reserve & Surplus

Return on Total Assets: This ratio is the primary criteria to
arrive at investment decision by the shareholders as well as by the
management. It indicates the rate of return on the resources of the
firm that are invested. Return on Total Assets is a concept of investment
i, e. investment in assets and another one is investment as capital
employed. Here Investment is taken as total assets.
Net Profitiafter tax)

Total Asssts .

Return on Total Assets = X 100

Return on Capital Employed: It is a ratio that indicates the
efficiency and profitability of acompany’s capital investment. It should
always be higher than the rate at which the company borrows.
Otherwise any increase in borrowing will reduce shareholders
earnings.

Return on Capital Efnployed
_ Nst Profit (after Tax)
Equity Skare Capital+Resurve & Surplus

Return on Equity: Return on equity (ROE) is the amount of
net income returned as a percentage of shareholders equity. Return
on equity measures a corporation’s profitability by revealing how much
profit acompany generates with the money shareholders have invested.

Net Profit{after Tax)
. 0

Return on Equity = Equity Share Capital X 10

Yajnaseni % 113



Table 1 Debt to Equity, Return on Total Asset, Return on Capital
Employed, Return on Equity and Net Profit (after Tax) Ratio of NTPC
1td. Companies under Study. (figure in percentage)

Table-1
Year NP D/E ROTA | ROCE | ROE
2007-08 7528.80 | 50.10 7.98 13.87 9131
2008-09 | 6896.10 | 58.59 6.61 11.69 83.63
2009-10 8112.10 | 59.31 7.21 12.73 98.38
2010-11 7463.87 | 62.81° 5.94 10.99 90.52
2011-12 | 8910.15 |.66.95 6.33 12.16 108.06
2012-13 | 12589.67 | 70.24 781 15.66 152.69
2013-14 | 10987.58 | 77.52 6.12 12.80 133.26
2014-15 9957.03 | 101.42 5.05 12.19 120.76
2015-16 | 10046.76 | 101.82 4.68 11.32 121.85
2016-17 | 9385.26 | 103.52 3.9 9.75 113.82
Table-2

Comparisonwith D/E with ROTA,ROCE,ROE
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From the above table shows that Debt-Equity ratio is closely
related with the profitability ratios like as ROTA,ROCE while is not
related with ROE.

To assess whether the above study is statistically significant and
to find out whether there exists significant relationship between
dependent variables (i.e D/E) and independent variables, regression
and correlation analysis have been used as flows-

Analysis of Data

Statistical analysis of data shows the following results:-

Model Summary
Model R R Square | Adjusted R Std. Error
. ‘Square of the
Estimate
1 9912 982 973 3.26966

a. Predictors: (Constant), Return on Equity, Return on Total ~ Asset,
-Return on Capital Employed. ,

The R-square is the proportion of variation in the dependent
variable (Debt-equity) that is explained by the three independent
variables (Return on Total Asset , Return on Capital Employed ,Return
on Equity). It is expressed as a percentage. So the value of R? shows
that 98.2% impact on profitability is caused by Capital Structure and
other 11.8% is caused by other variables.

Coeflicients"
Model Unstandardized Standardized t Sig.
Coefficients Coefficients
B Std. Error Beta

(Constant) 93.805 9.020 10,400 000

Return on Total Asset -26914 3.564 -1.772] -1.551 .000
1 Return on Capital 13.176 3213 1.069] 4.100 006

Employed

Return on Equity -.133 136 -143] -975 367

a. Dependent Variable: Debt Equity Ratio of NTPC Itd.
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ANOVA®

Model Sum of Squares df Mean Square F Sig.
Regression 3543.936 3 1181312 110.499 000°
1 Residual 64.144 6 10.691
Total 3608.080 9

a. Dependent Variable: Debt Equity Ratio of NTPC Itd
b. .Predictors: (Constant), Return on Equity, Return on Total Asset, Return on Capital
Employed

As stated before, the overall model explains a significant
proportion of variance or that the overall model is statistically
significant- thiree independent variables have a significant combined
effect on Capital Structure (3,6)=110.499,p<.001

The above table shows that Capital Structure with Return on
Capital Employed (Beta= 1.01,p<.01) were positively correlated .It is
suggested that Capital Structure (debt-equity) are closely associated
with it .Return on Total Asset(Independent Variable) is strongly
negatively associated with Capital Structure (Dependent variable) ie.
(Beta=-1.77,p<.01). Return on Equity is not a significant predictor of
overall predictor Capital Structure (Debt-Equity).

a. Dependent Variable: Debt Equity Ratio of NTPC ltdb.
Predictors: (Constant), Return on Equity, Return on Total Asset, Return
on Capital EmployedAs stated before, the overall model explains a
significant proportion of variance or that the overall model is statistically
significant- three independent variables have a significant combined
effect on Capital Structure (3,6)=110.499, p<.001

Findings:

Following are the important findings of the study:

1) The Capital Structure (Debt-Equity) is closely associated with
Return on Total Assets (ROTA),Return on Capital Employed.

2) The Capital Structure is not closely related with Return on
Equity (ROE)

3) The value of R? shows that 98.2% impact on profitability is
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caused by Capital Structure and other 11.8% is caused by other
variables.

Conclusion:

This study involves determining the relationship between Capital
Structure and Profitability of NTPC Ltd. in India. The Capital Structure
of the Company is found to be significant positive relationship with
ROCE and negative with ROE. But it is not significant with ROE .It
means increase in debt capital results a increase in the profitability
(ROCE)and vice versa. On the other hand, it also means increase in
debt capital shows a decrease in the profitability ( ROTA) and vice
versa. O
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OBJECTIVITY IN HISTORY WRITING

Dhiraj Das

Objectivity is a central concept related to reality and truth, which
has been variously defined by sources. Objectivity means a state of
being objective, just unbiased and not influenced by emotions for
personal prejudices. It is the mental state or quality of being objective
which also means the “external or material reality”.

Historical objectivity makes one to understand what is true and
real. It means the state of being free from personal bias and sentimental
approach. The objective is desirable but not attainable; it is attainable
up to a point of which the subjective become unavoidable. But up to
that point the objective must be tenaciously maintained.

In order of understand the real value of history it is to be written
objectivity. History can be treated as a science and hence it reveals
the truth as it is. But history has to present itself objectively. It should
be impartial, impersonal and capable of experimentation. Further
objectivity is essential in order to avoid different accounts- sometimes
very conflicting views of same, each written forms a particular point
of view. Objectivity in history is not thé same thing as reusing to draw
aconclusion or to interpret: only the interpretation must be made not
out of any prejudice in the historian’s mind but arguable solely from
the data and consistent with it. The case tor objectivity and for
subjectivity has been more or less equally argued. The first position
however will be that every person through necessarily subjective in
his writings must reduce it to a minimum and be nonaligned between
the social camp to which he belongs and that to which he does not
Polybius treating the Romans and Carthaginians alike in many places
in Punic wars and gibbon finding it possible to be critical about
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Christianity are instances of objectivity. A judge; being human; reflects
his personality in his judgment. But he does not advocate a cause. A
historian must try to behave like a judge rather than an advocate.

The problem of objectivity is stated by Blake, as follows: It
frequently argued that written history can never be objective. Even if
the personal bias of the historians can be overcome it is still inevitable
that what is written must be relative to the tastes, customs and
prejudices of the creative moment. This argument is sometimes called
historical skepticism. The attack of philosopher of history as it is written
is the complain that written history is not objective, because it is related
to the mental climate of an era or to the personal bias of the historian,
since neither can be criminated objective history would become
impossible. And a choice between objective and subjective is
meaningless. In dealing with a specific problem in history, objectivity
consists in one’s capacity to see all sides of a question. It is a historian’s
obligation to do so and to refrain from exaggerating the virtues of one
side and denigrating the other suppressing the truth or suggesting the
false. What is more dangerous than downright falsehood is a clever
mixture of the false and the true. Errors to be dangerous must have a
great deal of truth mingled with them. It is only from this alliance that
they can even obtain an extensive circulation.

Some historians believed that the best way to escape from
subjectivity is to confine oneself to acts and leave out judgment or
perhaps even criticism. But what are facts? They acquire the meanings
the historians give, for the facts just do not speak themselves which
are place in a context of the historian’s choice and it is well known.
Backer said, “The facts of history do not exist for any historian until
he creates them and into every facts that he creates some part of his
individual experience must enter”. There are two phases in historical
enquiry; one relating to facts, the other interpretation. The first part
can be and has to be objective. The second will necessary be the
subjective part, but even in this subjectivity part, a historian can
recognize the distinction between the reasonable and the unreasonable.
A critical spirit of enquiry tor a scientific analysis is essential adjust to
produce an objective work. In the process of narration, one should
evince adequate care to evaluate the situation, time, and the characters
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on merits and should narrate what really occurred. The generalization
and conclusions must be signifiently supported by documentary
evidence if any, based upon impartial approach. However, a true
representation of the object will be achieved if the objective is identical
with the subjective; if not, there will be disparity. The main objectives
of writing history should be to represent truly the object as it exactly
exists; to narrate an event as it exactly happens; to delineate a thin in
its true form.

Objectivity in History :

Herodotus and Voltaire tried their best to make history objective.
Ranke and his school of historians asserted the necessity of
objectivity in historical writing. But perfect objectivity can never be
achieved such an eminent historian gibbon too ailed to appreciate
the role of Byzantium Empire. He could not show it to the public
that it was the centre of culture and prosperity. There are certain
actors, i.e., prejudice, ignorance, ear and motivation to write perverted
or exhaustive account of history. No doubt, the historical writers
strive hard to attain objectivity in their writings. The technique of
writing history has changed from the economic interpretation.
Moreover Berthold George Niebuhr emphasized a new interest in
historical origins with the most advanced method or studying Philology
and textual criticism.

To conclude, if determined to achieve objectivity, then the
historians should cast away lawful religious sentiments, indiscriminate
racial agility, linguistic parochially and willful political loyalty. Ree rom
these pitfalls and cloches of undesirable qualities, conscious of his
onerous responsibility a historian can render justice to his task, only
when objectivity remains the cardinal principle of his endeavor. O
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WOMEN EDUCATION IN ISLAM

Dr. Begum Qurratun Hosna

Education is a major instrument of social change and
development. It is through education that the inner qualities of
individuals can be brought out. Rome the very beginning of human
civilization education plays an important role for the proper
development of an individual. Our religious books like Quran, Bible,
and Vedas are the examples which give much importance on
education. From the very beginning our educationist, Philosophers,
social thinkers have given much importance on the development of
education. Through education we can reduce the social inequalities
and can bring an equal status among individuals in a society. The
socio-economic status of an individual can be improved through

.education only. If anyone is derived from getting education, it implies
that the individual is being deprived from many opportunities. So
Universal Declaration of Human Rights includes education as one of
the basic rights of every human being since 1948. Educational right is
a way to empower individual to enjoy all of their human rights. For
the development of personality and rationality of an individual the
importance of education cannot be denied. It also helps to fulfill the
material and spiritual aspects of an individual.

The developmental of any country depends mostly upon its
growth of education in society. Progress of a society is possible only
when its citizen is responsible, dynamic, and resourceful and without
such citizen progress of a country in any field cannot be possible.
Education helps in creating such type of citizen. While we talk about
educations we must give importance on women education also, because
women’s education is directly linked with over all development of a
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country. Women education is one of the most effective ways to reduce
poverty. Only educated women can recognize the importance of health
care and know how to seek it for themselves, or their children and
family. The educational, economical and health condition of a society
can highly improve if women join hands with male. If women are
ignorant in their education, if they are not physically, healthy, if they
are not economically sound like male of a society then the society
cannot progress. Educated women are not only an asset of a family
but she is also an asset for the entire society. Education for a boy
means education for a person but education for a girl means education
for the whole family. An educated woman can influence the entire
family very easily which cannot be done by a male person. So it is
said that an educated mother is equal to hundred teachers.

Islam also highly appreciates and encourages women'’s education.
In Islam, for every good act the person is worthy of reward in the
Hereafter. To educating a woman is to perform a good act and declared
to be an act o worthy of reward in Hereafter.

“The person, who brought up three daughters, embellished them
with education and training, married them of and remained benevolently
inclined to them even after their marriage (Allah willing) paradise is
ensured for them”.

“In Islam it is asserted that'if a women dies remained illiterate
then three persons will be made answerable on the pay of Final
judgment for her illiteracy, first her father, then her husband and then
her son. Thus making women literate there is a reward and if not so
there is punishment in the Hereafter. So, in Islam right to education
was mandatory for all men and women. It is also said that seeking
knowledge is one of the greatest act of the worship which leads to
the path of paradise.

Although we are taking all the time that education is a fundamental
human right yet women and girls continue to face discrimination at all
levels. In this regard we find that Muslim women are more lagging
behind the education, particularly, in higher education. To solve this
problem we should seriously take some important measures. Until
and unless we allow Muslim women to pursue higher education we
cannot think of proper development of this community. There are
some socio-cultural reasons responsible for the lack of women
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education in our society. In many places girls are forced to stay at
home. Initially they remain stuck in there family home but after
marriage most of them stuck in their husband’s house. Some wrong
interpretation of * Hijab” system, orthodox views, dislike modern
education is some of the factors which hamper Muslim women’s
education. In some societies people think that educated girl or highly
educated girl will face problems in the time of their marriage. Some
of our Alims also are against women’s education and according to
them , women’s place in within the jour walls of home only. Among
the uneducated and less educated masses their influence cannot be
denied because uneducated people are reluctant to go against Alim’s.
view. '

There are also some deep rooted misconceptions among some
communities that Islam does not give impotence on women education,
that Islam does not allow the employment of women and so on. But
the truth is just the opposite. In Islam the importance of education is
found in the very first verse of Holy Quran. It is imperative on all
Muslim men and women to join as much as knowledge as could enable
them to differentiate between what is right and what is wrong.

No discrimination was made between men and women in Islam
so far as cducation is concerned. The wives of Prophet Mohammad
(SAW), specially, Ayesha, were the great ideals for female education.
Along with men, women also had contributions in various fields of
knowledge and education . In Islam, there was no limitation placed on
women’s education. Inspite of all these we find that the rate of illiteracy
Muslim women is very high and consequently they remain ignorant
not only of the outside affair but also of their rights concerning marriage
,divorce , inheritance etc. Due to their ignorance of these rights they
are deceived and mislead very often and are remained suppressed.
Properly educated women can only become a good wife, good mother
and good citizens. Thus it is very impotent to provide educational
facilities to the women section of the society so that they can go
forward to achieve their aims. Only through the education it is possible
to solve the basic and burning problems of the Muslim women. O
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RURAL DIVERSIFICATION AND GROWTH
OF THE NON FARM EMPLOYMENT

Kamal Krishna Saha

Introduction: An economy may be sub divided in two sub-
economies: rural and urban, on the basis of the size of the settlement
and the type of economic activities undertaken by the inhabitants.
The reduction of rural poverty is one of the most important goals of
the developing countries as the majority of population lives in rural
areas and its dependence on agriculture almost as an exclusive source
of livelihood has been a matter of serious concern for the policy makers
in the countries. The World Bank estimates more than 70 per cent of
the world poor live in the rural areas. Various strategies have been
formulated to address this concern, and among the major ones is rural

“employment creation. It is a well known fact that agriculture or farm
sector has always been viewed as the core of economic growth of
developing economies. It accounts for a large share of the GDP of
these countries and it represents a major source of foreign exchange,
supplies the bulk of basic food and provides subsistence and income
to the large rural population. But this sector is now unable to provide
additional job opportunity in the rural areas due to certain constraints.
The notable constraints’ are the small size of the holdings, insufficient
capital, inadequate farm infrastructure, defective farm marketing, poor
prices of the farm products etc. It is therefore necessary to focus on
broader spectrum of the rural economy, not just on agriculture. The
development of various non farm activities, as for example, offers
great potential for creating additional rural jobs and hence for
stimulating the further growth of rural economics.

The rural diversification process can ensure better socio-
economic development of the rural areas and side by side creates the
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new job opportunities. The concept of rural diversification is a very
new one. Rural diversification helps to broaden the economic activity
of rural areas, providing new opportunities, and creating a more
balanced and stable economy. Rural diversification can be defined as
a series of transformational waves. These waves occur as the rural
economy moves from primary activities to value added activities in
these traditional sectors, to establishing new industries and finally to a
residential economy. This happens according to each region’s strengths
and opportunities, its location, and its natural, cultural and energy assets.

Transformation means movement/ transition of the economy from
one stage to another stage of development. The well known pattern
of transformation that has been experienced by the countries at
different stages of development is the movement from agriculture
(farm) to manufacturing and then to services. As an economy advances
technologically over time, importance of farm sector in terms of its
share in GDP and share in total employment gets reduces and the
share of the other two sectors increase gradually.

Factors influencing Transformation of the Rural Economy:
The rural diversification or transformation process is influenced
by three tasic factors. They are:

1. Innovation: Innovation takes place within individual business.
It refers to both product and service innovation and the process
of innovation are accelerated by the technological advancement.
As for example, the introduction of the Green Revolution in
Indian agriculture has changed the input structure of the farm
sector. The traditional inputs are being replaced by modern
inputs like HYV seeds, fertilizers, pesticides, irrigational and
agricultural implements like tractors, power tillers etc. Adoption
of new technology increases agricultural output and marketable
surplus. Farmer in rural areas is dependent on the market for
purchasing of inputs as well as for selling the farm produce.
Thus, the technological advancement leads to commercialization
of farm economy and hence the rural economy.

2. Human Capital: Human capital is comprised of the knowledge,
skills, talents and abilities that enable people to earn a living.
Human capital expands through education and training. Strong
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human capital in linked directly to economic growth, better health
and strong community involvement. Promotion of education,
professional development, and leadership skills in rural
communities encourage creative ideas for community economic
development.

3. Cluster: Clusters are geographical concentrations of inter
connected companies, specialized suppliers, service providers,
research organizations, support initiatives and associated
institutions in a particular field that are present in a region.
Cluster is based on unique strengths and unique products and
services. In the past, the term “rural” was synonymous with
agricultural clusters. Now, emerging rural clusters include
tourism, information and communication technology and
manufacturing.

India Experiencing Slow but Accelerating Rural Diversification:

Majority of Indian population lives in the rural areas and its
dependence on agriculture almost as an exclusive source of livelihood
has been a matter of serious concern for the policy makers in the
country. The current trend in Indian Economy reveals that the
excessive dependence on agriculture as a source of livelihood is on
continuous decline and rural employment base has accordingly witness
a modest degree of diversification. The contribution of income from
agriculture in GDP declined from 50 percent to 30 per cent in 50
years since the country got independence from the colonial rule. The
growth of agriculture and allied sectors is still a critical factor in overall
performance of the Indian economy. As per the 2010-11 advance
estimates of CSO, the agriculture and allied sectors accounted for
14.2 per cent of the GDP at constant prices 2004-05 (Economic Survey
of India 2010-11) The share of the rural population in the national
total has declined about 83 per cent in 1951 to 68.84 per cent in 2011.
Yet, the rural population has more than doubled from 300 million in

1951 to 833 million in 2011. Whereas, the share of the labour force in
agriculture to total labour force marginally declined until the 1960s
and showed only a meager descend since the beginning of 1970. The
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share of total working population in primary sector is more than 60
percent even today but its contribution to GDP is around 14.2 percent.
The statistics reveals that the large population is unproductively
engaged in agriculture and the need of the hour is to take this huge
labour force in to more productive sectors. The country is facing
huge challenges of productive employment in agriculture and its allied
activities. The trend since the 1970s gave hopes of a sustained fall in
the agricultural labour force and rural non farm employment as a
solution to the problem of unemployment and poverty. The new
economic policy of the government after 1991 has greater focus on
market-oriented approach which has made positive impact on the
growth of rural non farm sector. It may also be noted that for a country
like India, agriculture and other land based activities, in the long run,
even with the high and diversified rate of growth will not be able to
ensure employment to the entire rural worker at adequate levels of
income. Technological advancement coupled with institutional changes
in agriculture sector will lead to further shrinking of employment
potential and also conversion of a substantial number of those under
employed in agriculture into openly unemployment seeking work'
elsewhere. Given the fact that some of them will be able to get
employment in urban areas; still it is necessary that the rural economy
gets diversified into non farm activities to provide productive
employment to rural labour force. This will also help in arresting
migration from rural to urban areas.

Size of the Rural Non Farm Employment :

As per NSSO data, the proportion of non farm employment in
total rural employment has risen from 16.6 percent in 1977-78 to 18.5
percent in 1983, 21.7 percent in 1987-88, 23.7 percent in 1999-2000
and finally 27.6 percent in 2004-05.It must be noted that but for a
brief period of stagnation between 1987-88 and 1993-94, the figure
rose consistently to record a total increase of 11 percentage points
between 1977-78 and 2004-05. The increase during the approximately
10 year long sub periods between 1977-78 and 1987-94 and 2004-05
amounted to 5.1 and 6 percentage points respectively.
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Share of Rural Non Farm Workers during the Periods 1977-78
to 2004-05

Year Employment
1977-78 16.6
1983 18.5
1987-88 21.7
1993-94 21.6
1999-2000 23.7
2004-05 27.6

Source: Various rounds of NSSO

The table (1) shows a much higher rate of increase in non farm
employment among male workers than the female worker during 1972-
73 to 2004-05. The percentage of male workers roses from 16.7
percent in 1972-73 to 33.5 percent 2004-05 whereas that of females
registered a rise from 10.3 percent to no more than 16.7 percent. The
increase in both categories was very sharp during the period 1999-
2000 to 2004-05.

Table (1):Distribution of Rural Workforce in Non Farm Sector (In
Percent)

~ Year Persons Male Female
1972-73 NA 16.7 10.3
'1977-78 16.6 19.3 11.8

© 1983 18.5 ' 222 12.5
1987-88 21.7 254 15.3
1993-94 216 26.0 13.8
1999-2000 23.7 28.6 - 14.6
2004-2005 27.6 335 16.7

Source. Various Rounds of NSSO
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Factors Responsible for the Growth of the Non Farm
Employment in The Rural Areas:

Several factors are responsible for the growth of the non farm
sector in the rural area in the background of the rural diversification.
Different scholars have pointed out different factors in their studies:

The rural non farm employment is closely associated with two
prime determinants, distress push and diversification in response to
better opportunities or demand pull. Reardon et al. (1998) suggest
that when relative returns are higher to the non farm sector than
agriculture and returns to agriculture are relatively more risky, pull
factors are at work. Conversely, when farm output is inadequate and
opportunities for consumption smoothing, such as credit and crop
insurance, are missing, or when input markets are absent or fail and
the household needs cash to pay for farm inputs, push factors are at
work. Among the major push factors pointed out in the literature are
demographic pressure, scarcity of agricultural land, deforestation and
decline in natural resource base, decline in agricultural productivity,
lack of access to various inputs, absence of rural financial markets
etc. Pull factors on the other hand, includes higher earning, higher
returns to investment, comparatively lower risks, generation of ‘cash’
income, and socio-cultural factors like appeal of urbanized life style
(Davis and Pearce 2000) ~

Various studies provide evidence of growth of non farm sector
in India and show that it is dependent upon agricultural development,
infrastructure, urbanization, rural incomes, population pressure, land
man ratio, commercialization of agriculture and so on. In this regard
we may mention some important studies.

Eapen (1994-95) in his study in Kerala suggests that a high degree
of commercialization of agriculture, strong urban-rural linkages, decline
land to man ratios, increase in the proportion of marginal landholdings,
overall rural prosperity, flow of remittances to rural areas and the
growing level of literacy have played important parts in growth of
rural non farm employment in the state.

Shylendra and Thomas (1995) find that growth in different non
farm activities are due to both developmental pull factors, and distress-
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Since the early 1970s attention has been paid to the significance
of the non farm sector in the rural Indian economy. The linkage
between farm and non farm sector has been launched by John Mellor
in the early 1970s. Mellor (1976) has argued that as a result of the
Green Revolution technologies and subsequent increase in agricultural
productivity and earnings in the farm sector, demand led growth of
both farm and non farm sector would take place, thus stimulating a
‘virtuous cycle’ of growth of food production and employment.
Agricultural development and commercialization are expected to
enhance the scope for expansion of the rural non farm employment
through various channels such as supply of raw materials, greater
demand for inputs and allied services, increased demand for consumer
goods and generation of surplus for investment.

Thus from the above mention views we may derive the following
comments regarding the question why are the rural households
motivated to undertaken the non farm sectors.

The rural households may be motivated by:

1)”Pull” factors, such as better retunes in the non farm sector
relative to the farm sector and

2)”Push” factors which includes — an inadequate farm output,
resulting either from temporary events (example, floods, draught etc)
or long term problems (example small holding of lands), risk farming,
absence of agricultural markets etc.

Conclusion :

One can conclude from the discussion that the rural non farm
sector play vital role in alleviating poverty and in rural development
strategies by reducing the vulnerability of the poor. The importance
of the non farm sector has increased specially due to the diversification
process of the rural economy of the third world couritries. Q
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POVERTY AND WOMEN

(Policy option through the development of the
Non-Farm Sector)

Kingshuk Chakraborty

1. Introduction :

The concept of poverty is closely associated with the issues like
hunger and malnutrition, ill health, inadequate housing, illiteracy, living
in unsafe environment, social discrimination and exclusion. Similarly
it is featured by lack of participation in the decision making in civil,
socio-economic and cultural life. In our society, where socio-economic
power rests with men, convention decreed that woman’s place be in
the home and that her husband’s words are the law. In other words,
in a traditional society where patriarchal family system prevails, the
women are confined to the four walls of the house. This limits their
mental horizon and they are considered incompetent to make major
decisions. The status of women is also controlled by cultural values
of the society. In case of underdeveloped society of the third world
countries, women are differentiated in real life in relation to caste,
class, religion, and region and so on. These cultural barriers are causing
hindrance in raising status of women, particularly of rural women. In
Economics, the vicious circle of poverty is the set of factors or events
by which poverty, once started, is likely to continue unless there is
outside intervention. Poor social status of the women directly linked
with the poverty problem. The majority of the women in backward
society like India generally possess low level of income because of
their low productivity. The low productivity directly linked with low
level of education, health condition etc. Low productivity is the major
cause of the low income and in its turn, the low income results in
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mass poverty among the women. In this way, the circle of poverty is
complete. Until the developing economies are out of this vicious circle
of poverty they cannot move forward on the path of economic
development because the women constitute the half of the total
population of these countries.

Feminization of Poverty :

The concept of feminization of poverty made its major
breakthrough into the development studies in the 1990s. The number
of women living in the poverty has increased disproportionately to the
number of men, particularly in the developing countries, according to
UNO. In 1978,Diana Pearce coined the term “the feminization of
poverty “after doing mucl} re:search an'd observing how many women
struggled with poverty within the United States, as wel] as globally.
The feminization of poverty has recently become a significant problem
in these countries. The perception Is growing around that poverty is
becoming increasingly fermnlzc?d: Un}ﬂ:d Nations Development Funds
fore women describe the fenn{llzat{OD of poverty as the burden of
poverty borne by women, especially in the developin g countries. This
concept is not only a consequence 91" lack of income, but js also the
result of the deprivation of capacities and gender bijases present in
both societies and governments. qupen’s poverty is directly related
to the absence of economic opportunities and autonomy, lack of access
to economic resources, including land ownership and inheritance, lack
of access to education and support services and their low position in
the decision making process in the society. Poverty can also force
women in to situations in which they are vulnerable to sexual
exploitation. Women contribute to the economy and to combating
poverty through both remunerative and unremunerated work at home,
in the community and in the work place.

In Gender Inequality Index reflects women’s disadvantage in
three dimensions-reproductive health, empowerment and labour
market. The index shows the loss in human development due to
Inequality between female and male achievements in these dimensions.
As per 2012 ‘Human Development Report GII of India was 0.610,
where population with at least secondary education, female/male ratio
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was 0.528, adolescent fertility rate (women aged 15-19 years) (births
per 1000 women aged15 -19 years) was 86.3, labour force participation
rate (female-male ratio) 0.359, maternal mortality ratio (deaths of
women per 100,000live births) was 200 and shares in parliament,
female-male ratio0.123.

Basic Terminologies of Feminization of Poverty :

i. Female headed households are dis-proportionately represented
amongst the poor households.

ii. Women and girls have less access to food, education and health
care than men. Hence, they may face poverty more severely
than men.

iii. Basic infrastructure and environmental degradation have a more
adverse impact on women’s work than men’s, given the
former’s responsibility to fetch fuel and water, leading to reduced
health status.

iv. Gender-specific process. For example, given unequal inheritance
rights, earning opportunities and returns to labour, women’s
economic position is highly dependent on men. They fall into
poverty while their husbands remain non-poor.

v. Lesser means-assets, skills, employment options, education, legal
resources, financial resources-to overcome poverty than men,
and are more economically insecure and vulnerable in times of
crisis.

Meaning of Empowerment :

Studies show that when women are supported and empowered,
all of society benefits. Their families are healthier, more children go
to school, agricultural productivity improves and incomes increase. In
short, communities become more resilient. One of the most important
ways to break the vicious circle of poverty among women is the
empowerment of the women section.

Women’s empowerment refers to the ability of women to
transform economic and social development when empowerment to
fully participate in the decisions that affect their lives through leadership
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training, coaching, consulting and the provision of enabling tools for
women to lead within their communities, regions and countries. (Nayar,
2008).

The World Bank defines empowerment as “the process of
increasing the capacity of individuals or groups to make choice and to
transform those choices in to desired actions and outcomes. Central
to this process is actions which both build individual and collective
assets and improve the efficiency and fairness of the organizational
and institutional context which govern the use of these assets.”

The empowerment is a multidimensional concept and refers to
the expansion of freedom of choice and action in all spheres (social,
economic and political) to shape one’s life. It also implies control over
resources and decisions. (Chattopadhyay, 2005).

Empowerment of Indian women is intrinsically liked to their status
in the society. It should be noted that social empowerment of women
is a long and difficult process, as it requires a change in the mindset of
the people. In Indian society there is a strong preference for male
child, as sons are perceived to be future bread earners and also the
old age security for parents. For this reason the girl child facés
discrimination from birth till death. As the social empowerment process
is very difficult process therefore we should provide much importance
on the economic empowerment process.

Significance of Non-farm Sector :

According to KumarMonoj (2004), Rural Non Farm Sector takes
in to account the activities carried on by the rural people. The term
‘non-farm ‘encompasses all the non-crop agricultural activities; it
includes manufacturing activities, mining and quarrying, transport, trade
and services in rural areas or we can say that ‘non-farm ‘refers to
those activities that are not primary agriculture or forestry or fisheries.
However, ‘non-farm’ does include trade or processing of agricultural
products (even if, in the case of micro-processing activities, they take
Place on the farm). A formal definition of rural non farm sector has
been put forwarded by Mahakam and Fisher (1997) as “Rural non
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farm sector comprises all nonagricultural activities, mining and
quarrying, household and no household manufacturing, processing,
repairs, construction, trade, transport and other services undertaking
in village and rural towns up to 50000 population undertaken by
enterprises varying in size from household own account enterprise all
the way to factories.”

Rural Non Farm employment plays its role in reducing poverty
depends on the type of nonfarm occupations and wages in these
occupations. The rural nonfarm employment has positive association
with agricultural wage and degree of urbanization (Srivastav, 2001)

The rural non farm sector is increasingly playing an important
role in the development of rural areas in Asia and Pacific region. The
non farm sectors will need to become more and more a major provider
of employment and income to many rural folks in these regions. The
promotion of rural non farm employment also should be undertaken
within the broader context of rural development. Many strategies and
programmes to promote rural nonfarm employment have been
formulated in these countries (Onchan, ed, 2004). In Indian economy
non farm sector also plays a significant role. It has potential and promise
for generating employment and increased income in rural areas. Hence,
NABARD has identified financing, development and promotion of
non farm sector as one of its thrust areas.

In the rural areas the non-farm enterprises are playing a
significant role in providing employment opportunity to the poor person.
The Table (1) shows the percentage of rural persons have registered
a significant increase from 20.70 per cent in 1983 to 25.7 per cent in
2004-05. On the other hand, in all India level it has registered a growth
rate from 18.70per cent in 1983 to 27.30 per cent in 2004-05. In
urban areas, these growth rates are typically very high. In Assam it
has registered a growth rate from 92.60 percent in 1983 to 95.2 per
cent in 2004-05.In Indian urban persons; it has recorded a growth
rate from 85.5 percent in 1983 to 91.2 per cent in 2004-05. The NSSO
66"Round (2009-10) estimated 29.5 per cent increase in rural non-
farm employment and 97.6 percent increase in urban non farm
employment in Assam. But in case of all India level the figures were
32.1 percent in rural non farm sector and 95.4 per cent in urban non
farm sector.
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Table (1) Rising Trend in the Shares of Non Farm Sector Employment:
1983-2009-10 (In per cent)
Rural Area Urban Area

1983[ 1993} 1999 | 04- | 2009 1983 | 1993} 1999 | 04- | 2009-
05 10 05 10

Assam [20.70( 21.1 | 22.4 | 25.7| 29.5] 92.6 | 97 | 94.1 | 95.2] 97.6

India 18.7 | 21.6] 23.7 | 27.3| 32.1|85.5| 87.7] 91.2 | 91.2] 954

Source : Employment and Unemployment Situation in India, 2004-05. NSSO
rounds No.38%, 50th, 61st and 66". Govt. of India

Women Participation in Non Farm Enterprises :

From the various research studies it has been proved that the
women participation rate in the non-farm enterprises is comparatively
lower than the men. The comparative picture has been shown in the
table (2). From the table it is clear to us that in the year 1972-73 the
women participation rate were only 10.3 percent and it became 16.7
per cent in 2004-05. The additional growth rate was 6.4 per cent. On
the contrary during the same period of time the men workforce
participation rate has increased by 16.8 per cent. Thus one can easily
imagine the tragic situation. One point must be noted here that although’
the women participation rate is very low but it is increasing steadily.

Table (2): Workforce Participation Rate in the Non Farm Sector (In
Percent)

Year Person Male Female
1972-73... NA 16.7 10.3
1977-78 16.6 19.3 118

1983 18.5 222 12,5
1987-88 21.7 25.4 15.3

1993-94 21.6 26.0 138
1999-2000 237 28.6 14.6
2004-2005 27.6 335 16.7

Source: Various Rounds of NSSO
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An analysis of the industrial division of the workforce could help
us to assess the significance of the different productive activities in
the rural areas. The Table (3) shows the industrial distribution of the
workforce in the rural areas of Assam as well as all India during2009-
10. The Table shows that agricultural activities continue to be the
main working place for rural workers. It provided employment t039.9

‘percent male and 60.1 percent female in the rural areas of Assam.
Thus we may comment that agricultural sector has been providing
larger employment opportunity to the rural female. On the other hand,
agriculture provided employment opportunity to 49.7percent rural male
and 67.5 per cent rural female in all India.

In non-farm sector, trade, hotel and restaurant, and other services
are the largest source of non-farm employment in rural male section.
In 2009-10, the male workforce participation rate in the other services
and construction sectors were 15.8 percent and 10.8 percent
respectively. But in case of India, largest rural male employment to
the other sector and construction sector werel7.9 and 15.1 percent
respectively in 2009-10. Thus manufacturing sector did not play any
significant role in job creation in rural areas in Assam as well as in
India. In the year 2009-10, 60.1 percent male workers were engaged
in nonfarm sector in Assam against 50.3 per cent'in all India level.

In the rural area of Assam, in nonfarm sector the female
workforce participation rate was39.9 percent in 2009-10 against
national rate 32.5 percent. In nonfarm sector, other services sector
and trade-hotel were the largest source of employment and their share
were 18.4 percent and9.5 percent respectively. The Table (3) clearly
shows that there exists gender discrimination in non-farm sector
workforce participation rate.

The Table (3) also gives a total picture of rural working persons
of Assam among various nonfarm categories during the period 2009-
10 (Report on employment and unemployment Survey, 2009-10, Govt.
of India). In the non farm sector, other service and construction were
the largest source of nonfarm employment in rural areca of Assam
(32.3 and 10.1 per cent respectively). The second largest nonfarm
employment sources were manufacturing, transport and mining —

quarrying respectively.
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Table (3) : Sectoral Distribution of Workers in Rural Areas 2009-10
(in percent)

SL Sectors Rural Male Rural Female | Rural Persons
No Assam | India |Assam | India |Assam| India
1 | Agriculture 399 | 497 60.1 675| 418 540
2 | Mining & 14 14 54 30 1.8 30

Quarrying
3 | Manufacturing 48 6.0 23 64| 46 6.1
4 | Utdlities 04 19 14 07] OS5 1.6
5 | Construction 108 | 15.1 29 76| 101 133
6 | Trade& Hotel 3.1 33 95 1.8 28 30
7 | Transport 6.8 31 0 05| 6.1 25
8 | Other Services 158 | 179 184 125 323 165
All -100 100 100 100} 100 100
| Secondary 174 26 2| 177 17 24
Tertiary 427 | 243 279 148 | 412 2
Non Farm 60.1 | 503 399 3251 582 46
Workers

Source: Report on employment and unemployment Survey, 2009-
10, Govt. of India, Ministry of Labour & Employment, Labour
Bureau.

The Importance of the Non Farm Micro Enterprises in the
Empowerment process :

1.

They provide regular employment portunities to the poor women
in the rural areas. Especially, to the agricultural women labourers
and marginal omen workers.

They help to utilize the local resources efficiently and
purposefully.

In the rural areas some traditional non-farm enterprises such
as, weaving, pottery, bamboo works etc. empower the poor
women easily as because these activities are very much known
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activities among the rural women. They require less capital

and technical skill.

On the other hand, modern non farm activities such as DTP
and printing press, beauty parlour, hotel, PCO and easy recharge
counter, readymade garment factory, processed food making
factories, candle factory etc can be developed with large amount
of capital and modern skill. Such skill may be formed through
the NGO support and capital may be arranged through the
nationalized banks and govt. schemes.

The development of these non-farm based enterprises in the
rural areas gives the economic freedom to the women
entrepreneurs which in turn improve their decision making
position in the family as well as in the community.

The constraints for the Wemen Entrance in the Non Farm
Enterprises :

Several factors act as the serious constraints for the entrance of

the women laborers in the non farm enterprises.

1.

2.

Low educational profile of the rural women hinders the common
entry of the rural poor women in the non-farm enterprises.
Social orthodoxy of the rural families hinders the entry of women
in to the non farm enterprises.

Low asset base of the women community in the rural areas
hinders the common entry of them in to the productive work
places. In the rural areas most of the assets are occupied by
the male head of the family and he uses them according to his
will. Even in some families the male head directs his woman
how to use her assets.

The social confidence level of the women is much lower than
the men section. For this reason they, even the educated women,
do not come forward to capture the opportunity.

Suggestive Measures :

Depending upon the present study, the following remedial

measures are suggested to be taken up on priority basis for the welfare
and empowerment of the women in the rural areas:

1.

Education is considered as the most vital instrument of
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development. It should be compulsory for all parents to educate
their female children. In this regards some hard core policy
should be undertaken. Such as, the poor parents who do not
send their female children to school must be withdrawn from
all government benefits, like ration and free healthcare etc.
Many protective measures have been taken for the welfare
and empowerment of women and those have been amended at
different points of time depending upon the emerging issues
and requirements. Such measures include, (i) constitutional
rights and privileges, and (ii) legislative measures.

The working condition for women workers must be displayed
in all work places where at least one woman works.

Special entrepreneurship development programmers should be
adopted in the rural areas with the aid of government and semi-
government initiatives.

Conclusion :

In conclusion, it can be said that the spread of poverty among

the women can be solved through the development of the non-farm
based activities in the rural areas. The success of these enterprises
makes them independent economically and provides an identity. 0
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GENDER BIAS AND TEXTUAL POLITICS IN
ELIZABETHAN AND
METAPHYSICAL POETRY

Matiur Rahman Mazumder

In all cultures and traditions, whether Eastern or Western, woman
has always been represented as inferior to man and incapable of
serious thinking. The story of Genesis in the Bible portrays her as
someone subordinate, subservient, and subsidiary to man. God is male.
God created man in his own image. Man is created first. Woman is
created next, taken out of man. Adam names her Eve. He names the
object, and, therefore, he owns it. Woman is man’s possession. St.
Paul says in 1 Corinthians 11:10 that “man was not created for the
sake of woman, but woman was created for the sake of man”. Aristotle

‘looks upon the female state, as it were, a deformity. She has fewer

teeth than man, and, like all inferior things, ripens and rots faster.

" (Peck: 1942).The German philosopher Nietzsche is convinced that

“woman is God’s second mistake “ and that “woman is the source of
all folly and unreason”. (Der Antichrist: 1895). Freud makes woman
envy the private parts of a man, especially the phallus (‘penis envy').

The same perception of gender bias and sex-stereotyping is seen
in language and literature everywhere around the world.
(Krishnawasmy : 2001). A deep-rooted gender bias has become part
of the historical /textual tradition. Feminism, nowadays called
‘womanism’, has been born to critique and counter this perpetual
gender bias of Phallocracy or Patriarchy which subjugates woman to
male authority. (Abidi: 2008). A brief study of the love -relationships
between man and woman as depicted in Elizabethan and Metaphysical
poetry will suffice to expose the gender discrimination and textual

politics of man-woman power equations perpetuated by Patriarchy
down the ages.
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In Greek literature and Medieval literature, we do not have
romantic passion. The literatures of these periods were theo-centric
(theology-centred) and mostly guided by Caritas' and that is why we
do not have poetry on secular love. Love of the female body was
regarded as a sin. Looking at women was considered to be an optical
pollution /illusion. But, then, there was a flood of love lyrics during the
16th century. Renaissance poetry is full of optical imagery and imagery
of coyness. Glorification of human love was derived from the Hispanic
tradition ( Hispanics here refer to Spanish Muslims— of Arab origin
). Curiosity about the secrets of the female body was very strong
because the entire body of the Muslim woman was covered except
the eyes. Thus, in 16th -century literatures there was a shift from the
phenomenology of the spirit to that of the body.

The withdrawal / overthrow of Feudalism at the end of the 15th
century was followed by a new kind of feudalism, a feudalization of
woman, of love and the beloved. Dante’s Beatrice and Petrarch’s
Laura are idolized and put on a pedestal. Wyatt and Surrey brought
the sonnet tradition and with it the tradition of love poetry to England
from Italy. Derived from Petrarch’s sonnets, Petrarchanism was a
popular poetic tradition as well as a masculine ideology. Petrarchanism
was indeed a kind of flattery which usually used the catalogue
technique to please the beloved. Putting the beloved figure on a
pedestal and worshipping her as a deity speaks volumes about male
hypocrisy. Love poetry in the Elizabethan period was characterized
by Patriarchic/masculine politics. The-male lover praised the female
because her vanity demanded it. Patriarchy suffers from Helen
Complex (‘Gori’ complex): all the heroines of Petrarchan poetry are
beautiful women like the archetypal Helen. New historicism has
pointed out that there was much male fantasy about Queen Elizabeth
who was a virgin. The Petrarchan poet Michael Drayton, in one of
his love poems, says, “There is an entire garden in her face. 'Spenser’s
Faerie Queene is Queen Elizabeth in disguise.

Shakespeare rejected the Petrarchan sonnet /lady tradition and
protested against male hypocrisy. His beloved is often dark-skinned
and has all the weaknesses of a human being. The Petrarchan
sonneteers suffer from Madonna -Whore Complex.? In 16th-century
Blazon poetry, the poet describes the beauty of all the parts /limbs of
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the beloved as though she were an object, a commodity, a sex thing.’
Blazon ‘ is a heraldic /masculine term used to describe a catalogue of
the different physical elements of a woman’s beauty.® Here gender
dictates the genre. Petrarchan poetry is not true to life: it is full of
~ gender politics. It is a product of the phallocentric system.

A brief discussion of the term ‘gender’, as it is understood in
feminist criticism, will facilitate this study of the sexual and textual
politics of Elizabethan sonnet tradition and Metaphysical poetry. Within
feminist scholarship the term ‘gender’ is used to mean the social,
cultural and psychological constraints imposed upon biological sexual
difference. Unlike the emphasis on women’s writing that informs
gynocriticism or on the significance of the feminine in post-
structuralism, gender theory explores the ideological inscriptions and
the literary effect of the sex-gender system. Kate Millet’s Sexual
Politics (1970) makes a distinction between ‘sex’ and ‘gender’: ‘sex’
is determined biologically whereas ‘gender’ is culturally, socially and
psychologically constructed through sex-role stereotyping and
historical conditioning.

J.S.W. Scott has identified three goals of gender theory: (1) to
substitute the analysis of social constraints for biological determinism
in the discussion of sexual difference; (2) to introduce comparative
studies of women and men into the specific disciplinary field; and 3)
to transform disciplinary paradigm by adding gender as an analytical
category. Gender theory promises to introduce the subject of
masculinity into feminist criticism and to bring men into the field as
students, scholars, theorists and critics. Gender critics are male critics
appropriating, penetrating and rr.lastering feminist criticism. Gender
theory was started as a corrective to the feminist theory. At times
they overlap. The late seventies of the 20th century indicated a shift
in emphasis from ‘andro—texts"(literature by men) to ‘gyno-texts’
(literature by women) and gynocriticism, criticism of women’s writings
by women. (Showalter: 1990).

All feminist texts maintain that sex is natural/God-given but
gender is something imposed by society. As Simone de Beauvoir puts
it, “One is not born, but rather becomes, a woman. ....... It is civilization
as a whole that produces this creature. .....which is described as
feminine.” (Beauvoir: 1949) Gender is, in fact, a matter of
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acculturation. Society has taught the woman to be weak, submissive,
timid and shy. John Donne writes, in “Air and Angels”, that the superior,
God-like male intellect impresses its form upon the innert female matter.
Patriarchy suffered from *“Lolita Complex”* (desire to marry/mate

with a woman younger in age) but feminism has encouraged “Koughter -

Complex” (the female’s desire to marry /mate with a man younger in
age). In the past, Patriarchy, the Dominant Group, subordinated women,
the Mute Group. Feminism which basically means assertion of female
identity arises when a woman refuses to be a doormat or a prostitute,
and, in fact, it did arise as a protest against Patriarchy, sexual
colonialism, sexism, subject -deprivation of women, male hypocrisy,
marginalization, denial of identity, denial of sexual jouissance, etc.
(Abidi: 2008). Feminism has broken the age -old ‘silence’ of the
Mute Group and made them vocal and loud. They have started
becoming readers, writers, scholars, critics and theorists. They have
been writing back cursing the Dcminant Group (the
males).Summarizing the basic tenets of feminism, Maggie Humm
writes : Feminism incorporates diverse ideas which share three major
perceptions : that gender is a social construction which oppresses
women more than men; that patriarchy shapes this construction;
and the women’s experimental knowledge is a basis for a future
non-sexist society. These assumptions inform feminism’s double
agenda: the task of critique (attacking gender stereotypes) and the
task of construction. Without this second task (sometimes called
feminist praxis) feminism has no goal. (194).
Patriarchy does not bother about male virginity. In Hardy’s Tess
‘of the D’ Urbervilles, Angel Clare is not a ‘virgin’, nor is Tess. But the
moment Angel comes to know that Tess has lost her virginity he deserts
her. In feminist discourse, Patriarchy suffers from “Virgin Syndrome”.
A woman is robbed of her virginity, identity and youth. The male
figure is a robber. In postcolonial feminist discourse, he is a colonizer,
an island-Hunter, a usurper of the of the “virgin territory”. A woman
is regarded as the eternal colony of men. She is subjected to the
process of “girling” and “social castration” which teach her to
cooperate in her own subordination.
When the Mute Group became intellectually vocal and active
there was the emergence of the female reader, female writer, female
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critic, and female theorist. When a female reader reads an “andro-
text”, she becomes a resistant reader, who tries to find out how the
woman has been portrayed in the work. This approach is called
“feminist critique *“or” images of women approach” .This approach
was initiated by Kate Millet in her book Sexual Politics. The resistant
reader is one who resists the author’s intentions and design in order,
by a “revisionary re-reading”, to bring to light and counter the covert
sexual biases written into a literary work. A female reader becomes
angry when she finds that the woman has been commodified. This is
called the “poetics of anger “.In Jacobean sex-tragedy, it is always
the woman who is victimized and punished. The feminist critiqueisa
vehement protest against such sexual and textual politics. In Patriarchy
woman was always expected to be “an angel in the house but a whore
in the bedroom”. This is what is known as the “Madonna -Whore
Syndrome”. Spenser, in his Faerie Queene, praises Queen Elizabeth
not only for her glories but also for her virginity. In feminist critique,
male perceptions of women are not acceptable because these are
gender -biased. This critique is, among other things, concerned with
the question —how woman has been represented in literature. It has
been pointed out that Hardy was a textual seducer of Tess. In art /
fiction Hardy was a feminist but in actual life he was a seducer of
women: for marrying a second time he declared that his first wife
was a mad woman. Thus, there has always been cultural conditioning
of women: they have been denied all other identities except their sexual
identity. A close reading of 17th -century Metaphysical poetry also
reveals its deep -seated gender biases. In sharp contrast to the
mellifluousness of Elizabethan love lyrics, Metaphysical poetry is tough,
virile, rugged and, above all, masculine. The 16th -century sonneteers
used “lollipop phraseology”. Metaphysical poetry, in fact, came as a
sharp reaction to the Petrarchan form of poetry. During the early
17th century the Italian model was replaced by the Latin model set
forth by Horace, Ovid and Catallus. The Cavalier poets drew their
inspiration from Catallus through Ben Jonson, although John Donne
worked under the influence of Horace. The Cavalier poets wrote
invitational lyrics under the influence of Catallus but their theme was
taken from Horace’s phrase “Carpe Diem”, meaning “Seize the Day”
. Robert Harrick’s “Gather ye rose bud while ye may” often implies
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the theme of this poetry.

_ Donne approves of the theory of masculine superiority
propounded by St Thomas Aquinas, a Roman Catholic (13thc.A.D.)
who believes that woman is an “imperfect man “and who calls her a
“mis -begotten male”. Rejecting the Petrarchan idealized view of
human nature and of sexual love Donne dislocates the beloved figure
from the high pedestal of flattery and puts her on the bed. His poems
are in the framework of an urgent or heated debate. “The Flee”, for
example, is an argument in favour of fornication and a manifestation
of his masculine gender. “Sweetest love, I do not go * is also an
expression of masculine hypocrisy. The beloved is the fixed leg of the
compus while the lover is the moving /mobile leg: he can move about
flirting with other women but she cannot enjoy the same facility. Fidelity
is meant for the beloved only, not for the male partner. The poem is
indeed symbolic of the double standards maintained by Patriarchy.
The male figure has the right to roam and rcve. “The Good Morrow”,
on close reading, exposes male infidelity: the lover has had sex with
many other women before he meets his beloved. The line- "Two
graves must hide thine and my corpse”— is an allusion to the fact
that the lovers are not married. So, they will not be permitted the
satisfaction of being buried in the same grave. In Donne’s love poems
the beloved is always silent: she never speaks or rather she is never
allowed to speak. ‘Patriarchy has robbed her of her language and
power of articulation: she has been reduced to silence, to
speechlessness. Donne’s love lyrics are thus a manifestation of “Helen
Complex” : the beloved is always presented as a “virgin territory”
waiting to be conquered, dominated, colonized,and made fertile by
phallocentric intervention. (Moraga : 1993).

Andrew Marvell who follows Donne’s technique in his poems
also proves to be a confirmed Patriarch in his attitudes towards the
female figure. His male lover is an island hunter and a usurper of the
“virgin territory” . An analysis of his celebrated invitational lyric “To
His Coy Mistress” will suffice to establish the fact. Coyness in
Patriarchy is supposed to be a virtue: it speaks of the beloved’s modesty
and chastity. But, ironically and purposely, Marvell here regards the
beloved’s coyness as something criminal because she is wasting her
physical riches, her beauty by delaying its consummation.
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The expression “ And thou by the Ganzes’ side should rubies
find”’— refers to the times when rubies collected from the shores of
the Ganzes were used /worn by young girls as a talisman for protection
of their virginity. The conceit “vegetable love” implies that their love
will grow mentally but deteriorate physically. Marvell, like a butcher,
dismembers the female body (of the beloved) part by part, limb by
limb. The beloved deserves a heroic treatment but then, ironically
enough, she is treated like a whore, a sex -slave. This is an example
of *Blazon’ poetry at its best where the catalogue technique is used to
a nicety. The female body is used as a site, as an object, a commodity
to be taken possession of, owned, used and thrown away by the male
consumer as early as possible.

The entire poem is based on syllogism (logical argument): If/
"Had’ (Thesis), ‘But’ (antithesis) and ‘Therefore’ (conclusion). Time
is conceived of as a hunter chasing frail mankind (Tempestudism):
“But at my back I always hear/Time’s winged chariot hurrying near/
And beyond them all lie deserts of vast eternity.” The lover says that
time will destroy the beloved’s youth and beauty but he is very cleverly
silent about his own subjection to death, threat and decay. This is
iechnically known as what has come to be called the “metaphysical
shudder”. The term “marble vault” implies two things at once: the
beloved’s body and her tomb. Violent and horrifying images are used
by the lover to frighten the beloved into sexual submission /union.
There is thus a sustained assault on the female body, on her virginity.
The lover invites her to throw away her old -fashioned notion of honour,
chastity and virginity. The expression —“At every pore” —
unashamedly implies sexual congress. There is constant assault on
the female body with a view to penetrate it, take possession of it and
colonize it. ‘

We may now, if not safely but at least tentatively, aver that women
have always been victims of deep -rooted gender biases and power
politics since time immemorial. They have been made prisoners of
their own body, of their sexuality. Post Foucault, we all know that
sexuality, when translated into culture, is much more than a mere
manifestation of a physical desire: it is, in fact, a politics. As a category
for analysis sexuality enables a fruitful examination of the ways power
works. O
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Notes :

1. Caritas (Latin)— Christian love of humankind; charity. See
Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th edition, vol.5, Slice 8.

2. Madonna -Whore Complex. First identified by Freud, under
the rubric of psychic impotence, this psychological complex is
said to develop in men who see women as either saintly
Madonnas or debased prostitutes. Men with this complex desire
sexual partner who has been degraded (the whore) while they
cannot desire the respected partner(as Madonna). See
Bernstein, W. M., A Basic Theory of Neuro-psychoanalysis,
2010, p.106 and Keplan, Helen Singer, (1988). “Intimacy
disorders and sexual panic states”, Journal of Sex and Marital
Therapy. 14 (1):3-12. .

3. Blazon:-See Birch, Dinah (ed.) The Oxford Companion to
English Literature (7th edition ), Oxford: OUP, 2009. P.134.

4. Lolita Complex :— First coined by Russell Trainer in 9€ ~ in his
book by the same name, Lolita Complex or Lolita Syndrome
are terms sometimes used to refer to an attraction to adolescent,
or older, underage females. Some people say that it originated
from Vladimir Nabokhov’s novel Lolita. Visit
www.newworldencyclopedia.org/entry/...... and
fyeahlolita.blogspot.com/2013/11wh....
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WOMEN EMPOWERMENT THROUGH
OPEN AND DISTANCE EDUCATION IN
ASSAM : A CASE STUDY OF
DHUBRI DISTRICT

Nazir Hussain

ABSTRACT : Availability of an educational institution
for Higher Study in an area does not automatically confirm
increase in the number of highly educated Women. Tt
depends upon many aspects, such as (i) Economic condition
of the area, (ii) Literacy rate of the area, (iii) Socio-
economic condition of the area, etc. But it can be ensured
that along with the rise of highly educated Women in an
area, socio-economic condition and family life would be in
the path of progress.

Keywords : Distance Education, Women Empowerment.

But, as the Open Universities with their Distance Education are
trying their best to minimise the distances between the education
system and the need of the people; this paper is an attempt to prove
Women Empowerment through Open and Distance Education in
Assam, especially in Dhubri district.

Distance Education system for Women, especially in rural areas
of Dhubri district is conceived as an instrument of social change, as
an investment of human resources which ultimately contributes to
socio-economic development of the area. The goal of Distance
Education system for Women is to develop their potential for fulfilment
of their requirements which will help to become useful and productive
member of the society; to improve their knowledge, skills, attitudes;
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to remove disparities and discrimination between rich and poor, high
and low; to remove the barriers of caste, community and religion.

A large number of the people of the Dhubri district of Assam
are illiterate and mostly depend upon agriculture, especially in rural
area. There are many caste and communities, e.g. SC, ST, and OBC
etc. They have been facing a lot of problems to complete their higher
education due to financial problems, communication problems, domestic
problems etc. As, it is a well established fact that educational

improvement and all side development of the person/family/society
walks side by side. ‘

Introduction :

A recent policy from the Department of Education in Assam
calls for better education programmes like Distance Education through
Open Universities (GU, IDOL, KKHSOU etc). Both male and female
have the right to get education in almost all the countries of the world.
Unfortunately, there are many women who cannot pursue and
complete their education due to various reasons. But now, with the
help of Distance Education programmes, women can also continue

“their education without hampering their domestic life. Distance
Education has been playing a great role. Distance Education
programmes are designed in such a way that they can study as per
their need and speed. There are no fixed rules and regulations that
need to be followed, nor are there any obligations of attending classes.
It is very useful for women as they can take care of the family,
complete the household chores and then study as per their
convenience. Various kinds of subjects are offered in the Distance
Education programmes, which are particularly aimed for women
empowerment. This education programme is not only increases the
confidence of women but also opens up many job opportunities.

In Gauhati University, the Institute of Distance and Open
Learning, was established in May 1998 with the objective to ensure
opportunities of pursuing quality higher education to the large number
of students who could not pursue their higher education through
conventional mode of education. Gauhati University, IDOL strives to
accommodate the students who could not enrol in the conventional

156 * Yajnaseni



system of higher education due to various factors like limited number
of seats in Post Graduate Courses. It aims at to impart quality education
in an intellectually challenging Learning environment with the mission
of spreading and providing quality education to the students. Starting
in May 1998, GU, IDOL now witnesses its growth in almost all
capacities with an enrolment of more than twenty five thousand
students and 29 programmes in a learning environment equipped with
latest technologies.

Our study includes improvement, benefits, problems of taking
higher education of women under GU, IDOL, of Dhubri district. As it
is a well established fact, educational improvement and all round
development of the person/family/society walk side by side; we have
not yet studied the impact of higher education of the women of different
caste and communities of Dhubri district on their society.

Objectives :

We have already explained the concept of Distance Education.
With a view 1o overcoming the deficiencies of private appearance
and also to improving the quality of higher education, Distance Education
has been introduced by a number of Universities. Distance Education
is a quasi-permanent separation of teacher and learners throughout
the length of the learning process with a planning and preparation
of study materials and provision of student support services.

In this paper our study is to find out the “impact of Distance
Education for women under", GU, IDOL study centre of Dhubri district
which is a small part of Assam.

However, our study does not include the impact of highly educated
women on respective society.

Methodology :

One of the key requirements of new policy is a great focus on
the objectives of GU, IDOL, teaching-learning process at the study
centres of GU, IDOL of Dhubri district of Assam and the requirements
of the process maintained by the teachers to teach the learners at the
study centres. We collected various data from the study centres and
had discussions with the Co-ordinators of the study centre. We
discussed these with some of the teachers of the study centres who
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raised many interesting questions and issues. Students’ (women)
comments and questions raised important requirements for study of
the theme.

Discussion :

The study “ impact of Distance Education for women under
GU IDOL study centre of Dhubri district” includes five study centres
(viz. BN College study centre Dhubri, Ratnapith College study centre,
PB college study centre and Sapatgram college study centre,
Sapatgram and Bilasipara College study centre). Data collected from
the study centres are as follows-

Study Centre Session Total Total no. Total no. | Percentage

admission | of female | of Women | of women

admitted admitted | admitted
Sapatgram 2015-16 260 91 31 12
College 2016-17 600 270 81 14
2017-18 99 47 18 18
Ratnapith 2015-16 345 155 40 11
College 2016-17 | 246 11 33 13
2017-18 300 170 45 15
BN 2015-16 698 306 92 13
College 2016-17 783 480 144 18
2017-18 386 229 72 19
PB 2015-16 28 11 3 10
College 2016-17 35 14 4 11
2017-18 39 17 5 13
Bilasipara 2017-18 59 38 11 19

College

From the above data we can see that higher education of the
women especially in the rural areas of Dhubri district is not so high.
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So, we need more canvassing, posturing for convincing the women
especially in the rural areas of Dhubri district though they are heavily
disadvantaged due to poor economic conditions and patriarchal system
of society.

After analysing the questions asked by students’ (women), we
see that the comments about some of the benefits from this higher
education are as follows-

(i) Getting job opportunities and promotions in different
departments,
(ii) Development of their teaching techniques including their child
education,
(iii) Economic and disciplinary development.
(iv) Developnient of knowledge, skills and attitudes,
(v) Social development to remove disparities and discrimination
between rich and poor, high and low,
(vi) Social development to remove the barriers of caste community
and religions,
(vii) Intellectual development to face different difficulties and
(viii) Development of computer knowledge.

Also after analysing the questioned raised by students’ (women),
we see that the comments about some of the difficulties they have to
face are as follows-

(i) Economic problems,

(ii) Trouble to maintain their domestic life,

(iii) Trouble to getting enough time for study,

(iv) Problems to getting enough books for study,

(v) Communication problems,

(vi) Trouble such as not getting enough time for attending the contact

classes,

(vii) Physical and mental pressure.

After analysing all the above, we see that though there are many
benefits from this system of higher education yet it is not possible for
all the women of Dhubri district especially in the rural areas to complete
their higher education at these study centres.
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Results :

After analysing the questions students’ (women) asked and
comments they made, it can be seen that through this Distance
Education Study Centre they can complete their remaining higher
education but they are not completely satisfied as they cannot compare
themselves with those having formal university courses and even they
cannot complete in case of pursuing higher education, proceedings
for service etc. From the comments of the students’ (women) it can
be said that the contact classes and the printed materials supplied by
the study centres are not sufficient for this higher education at the
study centres. Many students especially women expressed doubts
about whether the formal university courses were well placed to
evaluate. :

Suggestions :

Distance Education in its present context through open
Universities improves higher education systems. Suggestions are made
to increase higher education of women especially in rural area of
Dhubri district.

@) } Awareness programmes regarding higher education courses
for women specially in rural areas will go a long way in attracting
more women,

(i) The courses for women in Distance Education should be
application oriented so that it will help them in their economic
and domestic life,

(i) The course materials contents should be perfect according
syllabus to make the women as well men to prepare for exam.

(iv) The fee should be affordable to weaker sections of the society
especially for women,

(v) women should be motivated and trained to use technology for
faster and easier learning,

(vi) A separate channel for T.V. and radio must be introduced to
promote Distance Education for women,

(vii) Study centres with a library should be opened in such rural
areas to facilitate women education,
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(viii) A good response is required from the Distance Education
providers for the enquiries of the learners from various places,
(ix) The quality of the study materials should be enhanced and
availability of these should be ensured,
(x) The contact programmes in the study centres of Distance
education should be flexible to suit the timing of women
especially in the rural areas.

Conclusion :

Distance Education is an important milestone in the development
- of higher education and has great potential to equalize opportunities
and take higher education to the doorsteps of women.

As of now, many women of this district have been benefitted by
this system of education but the larger section of them, especially in
the rural areas, are yet to reap the benefits of this distance mode of
education. Hence, at this stage it not possible to make any definite
statements about the impact of Distance Education on women of this
locality. But it may be said that this mode of education needs to reach
the villages to. make its presence felt. O :
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PARTICIPATION OF ASSAMESE WOMEN
IN THE QUIT INDIA MOVEMENT

Sunil Kumar Sharma

Introduction :

All India Congress Committee (AICC) session held at Bombay
on 7™ to 8" August 1942. On 8" August under the leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi, Congress adopted the famous Ouit India resolution.
Because the Cripps Mission failed to fulfill the demands of the Indian
people. In his historic speech Mahatma Gandhi gave his mantra “Do
or Die”. He said, “We shall either free India or die in this
attempt”. On 9" August Mahatma Gandhi. Jawaharlal Nehru and
most of the leaders of Congress were arrested and put behind bars.
The Indian National Congress was declared as banned and the funds
were forfeited. Cripps Mission was regarded by Gandhiji as ‘a post
" dated cheque in a fast failing bank’. Quit India movement was the
last struggle against the British rule. Young and old, men and women
all fearlessly and wholeheartedly participated in this movement. Seeing
the active participation of the women activities Mahatma Gandhi
started, “When the history of India’s fight for independence
comes to be written, the sacrifice made by the women of India
will be occupied the foremost place”. During the period of this
movement a large number of women of Assam came to the forefront.
Women took active participation in each and every programme of the
movement. These Assamese women had shown their strength in this
freedom movement of India. The sacrifice, heroism and courage of
Kanaklata Baruah, Bhogeswari Phukanani and Khahuli Nath all these
were considered as the notable of women engagement in the history
of freedom struggle of Assam. Assamese women came out and took
active part in processions, demonstrations, picketing, etc. They devoted
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themselves in organizational works and publicity works among the
rural women. In 1943 many eminent women personalities like Puspalata
Das, Amalprova Das, Gunneswari Nath and Chandraprova Saikiani-
are sent to jail. The Assamese women raised their protest capturing
the courts and hosted the national flag in various police stations. In
this paper an attempt is being made to evaluate and calculate the role:
of Assamese women in the Quit India movement of India.

Objectives :

> To examine the role played by the Assamese women especially
in the Quit India Movement.

> To find out the contributions of Assamese women in this
movement.

> To evaluate the heroism, courage shown by the Assamese
women in Quit India Movement.

> Toexplain the various programmes Ied by the Assamese women
in Quit India Movement.

This paper is prepared on the basis of secondary data Wthh are
collected from historical books, magazines and news papers.

Analysis @

In April 1940 the Congress Working Committée (CWC)decided
to open a women’s wing in Congress for increasing women
participation in freedom movement in both national and provincial level.
In Septmber 1940 with Puspalata Das and Amalprova Das as joint
secretaries in Assam women’s wing was opened. Mahatma Gandhi
launched three struggles, Non — cooperation movement (1920), Civil
Disobedience Movement (1930) and Quit India Movement (1942)
against British Govt. in India. The Quit India Movement was the last
struggle against the British regime in India. Non — Payment of taxes
and revenues, strikes to hamper war products, demand for
establishment of parallel government, boycott, picketing, hunger strikes
were the prominent agenda of this Quit India Movement.

A large number of women were actively joined in this movement.
The Assamese women participated in all types of activities. They
joined in the meetings, processions and organizational works. They
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also served as party’s postal peon for distributing the secret letters.
They sheltered the underground congress leaders. They acted as spies
of the congress.

Puspalata Das, Amalprova Das, Gunneswari Nath and
Chandraprova Saikiani and many others were played a leading role in
August Movement. ‘Satyagrahi Training Centres’ were formed
for women in different parts of Assam. Quit India Movement has
two types of programmes — constructive and destructive. One section
of people started underground activities such as cutting telegraph and
telephone lines, destroying bridges and railway lines, burning
governmenta! buildings. The students both boys and girls organized
‘Death Force’ known as “Mrityu Bahini” and other ways were
non- violent programmes.

In Darrang district Puspalata Das took the lead of the movement.
Smt. Das established Women Voluntary Group in May 1942. She
was a follower of Gandhiji and called upon all the Assamese people
to follow the non — violence. Darrang district has its own name and
fame in Quit India Movement. On 20" September 1942, Kanaklata
Baruah was shot dead while going to hoist flag at the Gohpur Thana.
The Darrang District Congress Committee was decided to hoist
national flag-on the police stations and court buildings. So a procession
of almost 500 men and women proceeded to hoist the National Flag
at Gohpur Police Station. On the same day Kumali Devi, Khahuli
Nath and Tileswari Baruah was died in police firing in front of the
Dhekiajuli Thana. Smt. Bhogi Nath, Kolodoi Nath, Medir Nath, Golapi
Nath, Tulasi Nath and Dariki Nath wounded seriously in Dhekiajuli
firing,

At Behali Thana the women hoisted the National Flag, Tileswari
Mahanta, a daring woman volunteer, lead the procession bravely. Her
followers were Menchi, Kolidoi, Hemoprova and many others followed
her against the British police. The district of Nagaon occupied a
distinctive place in the Quit India Movement. The women suffered
much in the police firing at Barapujia, Bebajia, Jongal Balahu and
Barhampur. Bhogeswari Phukanani had been shining like a star in the
history of 1942 movement..Ratnabala Phukan, a 15 year old girl,
daughter of Bhogeswari Phukanani, showed exceptional courage
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against the British police. Sumitra Bhuyan and Guneswari Devi of
Kaliabor also led this movement with great courage. The closely
associated female followers of Quit India Movement in Nagaon district
were Bhogeswari Phukanani, Guneswari Devi, Damayanti Borah,
Jaymoti Saikia, Rakshada Devi, Maichana Saikia, Ratnabala Phukun,
Sumitra Bhuyan, Budheswari Hazarika, etc. All of them helped this
movement by cooperating with a revolutionary group or providing
food and shelter to the underground party workers. In Lakhimpur
women played a very significant role in the Quit India Movement.
Budheswari, Lakheswari, Nandeswari, Sumala, Maladai were notable
figures in this regard.

The women of Sibsagar district were also playing a significant
role in the Quit India Movement. Maikon, Nonivala, Reboti Lahan
caught red handed when they are distributing Congress secret papers.
Aikon Bhuyan took the leading role in setting fire in British camp near
Amguri High School. Maibala Baruah, Rameswari Devi, Makani
Bordoloi, Sabitri Nath, etc. were wounded in the lathi charged while
they took out procession against British authority.

The women of Golaghat also took active part in this movement.
Smt. Anna Prova Baruah, wife of underground leader Sankar Baruah,
formed ‘Nari Mrityu Bahini’ in Golaghat and Teok areas. Training
was provided to the members of ‘Nari Mrityu Bahini’ by Budheswari
Hazarika. Anna Prova Baruah had been harassed continuously by
the British police to find out the news and information of Ker
underground husband like. Joymoti Kuwari. Haripriya Dutta,
Homeswari Phukun, Punyaprova Hazarika rendered their invaluable
services towards the development of this movement. Padmavati
Rajkhowa was an active underground worker. On 21* August 1942,
women from all Mouzas resorted to picketing at the Golaghat Court.
The lady picketers were Siddheswari Hazarika, Rameswari Bora,
Roheswari, etc. Buddheswari, Reboti Lahan, Hemoprova Baruah all
of them were sent to jail. Reboti and Sudhalata were involved
themselves in providing the secret news of the underground workers.

The women of Bajali and Patacharkuchi made significant
contribution towards spreading and success of the Quit India
Movement. People started a powerful mass movement against the
killing of Madan Chandra Borman and Rauta Ram Koch by the British
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police. The women led this movement to achieve a grand success.
Thousands of women join in the procession and attack the
Patacharkuchi Police Thana. Sundaribala Das, Ambika and Guneswari
Patgiri led this procession. Indepence Day was celebrated by the
women in many places of Assam at that time and it was strongly
considered as an offence by the British Govt. and on 26" January
1943, Chandraprava Saikiani was physically assaulated and arrested
at Pathsala when she presided over a meeting of Indepence Day.
Puspalata Das and Guneswari Nath were also arrested in this

connection.

Conclusion :

The Assamese women contributed a lot in the freedom
movement especially in the Quit India Movement. Educated and
uneducated women of Assam sacrified time and materials,
volunteering, campaingning, protesting, fasting and dominating to the
cause of freedom. This revolution prepared the women of Assam to
march together with men. Bullets waited for Assamese women, but
they showed their heroic courage against the British authority. Most
of the Assamese women generally. participated in the Quit India
Movement on Gandhian non — violent line. But some of them being
disappointed with the Gandhian non — violent philosophy became
involved in underground and extremist activities. The women of Assam
had been involving themselves in all revolutionary activities such as
breaking the bridges, destruction of the railways, setting fires on Govt.
Offices, buildings, cutting telegraph and telephone lines, carried military
weapons and materials to the underground activities, etc. Thousands
of women took active participation in holding meetings, processions
without the help of men activities.

During the year 1942 complete Police Raj was instituted in
Assam and the people were subjected to untold misery. The police
force got unlimited power to suppress the movement. When most of
the men — folk were in prison, women came forward to take the
charge of the struggle against the Britishers. Women were tortured
both physically and mentally by the British police force. About 70 to
80 women were became victims of cruel subdue policy of the British
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police. It is notable to mention that pregnant women also could not
escape from the police atrocities. Thus we find that the Assamese
women had been playing vital and heroic role in achieving the success
of the Quit India Movement. The Assamese women activities of the
Quit India Movement have occupying a prominent role in the history

of freedom movement of India. O
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TRAGEDY OF COMMON AND BIOLOGICAL
DEGRADATION : AN ECONOMIC ANALYSIS

Suvendhu Saha

In Ecé"fiomics; ‘land’ is used in terms of natural resources, such
as, forests, minerals, fertility of land, its location and composition,
climate, water, sea resources etc. In short, all free gifts of nature
found on the earth are called natural resources. Economic
Development is the prime objective of each and every countries of
the world. The economic development of the nation is directly depends
on the availability of recourses and among them the most crucial
resources are the natural resources. Several economists have tried to
measure the economic development with the help of availability of
natural resources. They argued that a country can achieve rapid
economic development if it possesses adequate natural resources and
utilize them opt,imaﬁy. Several Under Developed Countries (UDCs)
have possessed adequate natural resources but they have failed to
use those optimally. Unused or misuse of the natural resources acts
as a hindrance of smooth growth process of an economy. Most
advanced countries of the world, such as, Canada, U.K., Russia, etc
have plenty of natural resources and they have utilized them optimally.
On the other hand, in UDCs like India natural resources are to be
found in abundance but they remain unutilized on account of their
poverty and backwardness. Again for economic development, mere
availability of natural resources is not enough, but it must be supported
by a strong infrastructure, technology, communication, skilled labour
etc. Japan is one of the countries of the which is deficient in natural
resources but it is one of the advanced countries of the world because
it has been able to discover new uses for limited resources. In the
context of natural resources we get the concept of “common property
resources”
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Any resource or property, whether material or non material, used
by every individual in the society for the benefit of one and all without
having any characteristic feature of “private ownership” can be known
as common property resources (Eugine,2004). In other words, common
property resources are those owned by a community, without specific
assignment of private property rights to individuals or firms. No rules
limit use of open access resources, which leads to overuse and
sometimes to the collapse of the resource’s ecological functions. A
property on which well defined collective claims by an exclusive group
are established, the use of the resource is subtractive, having the
characteristic of a public good such as indivisibility, shall be termed as
a common property resources (Kadekodi,2001).

The most important common property resources are air, water,
common grazing grounds, village panchayat lands, ponds and forest.
These resources can not be privately owned because it is difficult
and in most cases it is impossible to exclude people from the usage of
these resources. All natural resources are publicly owned and one
can not claim ownership of these resources. Thus everyone intends
to use or exploit these resources according to their own wills. The
abuse of common property resources and the connected evils can not
be considered as a factor for converting the common property
resources in to a private property (Eugine, 2004). This is because of
the typical features of the common property resources. Firstly, it is
not possible to exclude any body from the use of the common property
resources. In case of air, it is impossible to exclude the persons from
its use. Secondly, there is luck of competition among the users of the
common property resources. Thirdly, the common property resources
may be characterized as the economic goods because the supply of
these resources is very limited.

The common property resources are vital to supportmg life,
absorbing waste and providing inputs for production. :
1. The interlinkage between Common Property and poor:
There is a close linkage between the common property resources

and the poor. The poor people often depend significantly upon
the products of the common property resources. In the developing
countries including India the poor people collects fuel wood,
fodder, water from the nature which are the common property.
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They also use different public utility services, such as public
toilet, bathing places, electricity etc. which are also closely linked
with the environment. In Rajasthan about 30 percent of the labour
and small farmers consumed only common property resources
food items. In Madhya Pradesh this dependency is 50 percent.
The poor people derive income and livelihood from the common
property resources. In Assam the poor women in the rural areas
collect fire wood from the near forests and sell them in the local
markets. During the periods of majors droughts and floods or
failure of farming the poor people collects the livelihood items
from the common property resources. In Chhotanagpur during
the periods of major drought the poor tribal collected food items
from the forests. Thus no one can deny the poor’s dependency
in the common property.

Another classic example of the dependency of common
property resources and people is the “Jhum Cultivation” (shifting
cultivation) in the Northeastern region including Assam. It is a
primitive method of cultivation performed in the hill areas. Under
this method, the cultivator (especially the hill tribals) cut the forest
and burn the jungle for making it clear. After that with help of
simple instruments holes are made on the land for sowing seeds
of several crops. The most important evil effect of shifting
cultivation is the destruction of the forest in the hill are causes
heavy soil erosion during rainfall and consequent siltation in the
rivers like Brahmaputra and Barak leading to a heavy flood in
the plain areas. It causes a high degree of deforestation as it
converts a green land in to fallow land. The continuous practice
of the shifting cultivation disturbs the ecological balance too. Hill
and its adjacent forests are the common property resources but
people dependency at last creates the environmental problems.

2. The interlinkage between Common Property and
Production: The environment i.e. the common property
resources provide raw materials and energy for economic
production and household activity. These resources are either
renewable, for example forests and fisheries, or non-renewable,
for example minerals. Renewable resources can be used in a

170 < Yajnaseni



sustainable manner, though excessive use or mismanagement
can result in the complete loss of the resources. As for example
excessive use of forest based resources creates the serious
problem of deforestation in many countries including India.
However, the use of a non-renewable resource reduces the finite
stock of the resource forever. As for example, coal and petroleum
have been used by the production units and household units
excessively.

3. Common Property and Waste Absorber: The waste
products of economic and household activities are absorbed by
the common resources. This sink function allows much of such
waste to be disposed of safely. However, there are certain wastes
that bare difficult or impossible for the environment to dispose
of safely, for example, plastic. The ability of the environment to
absorb waste is not infinite.

Since the 1960s, there has been increasing concern about the
effects of economic activity on the environment. It has been argued
that economic growth has caused serious environmental damage and
that the current state of the environment will constrain future economic
development. If there is absence of legal provisions, everybody will
ignore the evil impacts of his pollution on environmental quality of the
common property. This will lead to severe environmental degradation.
This malady of the use of the common property resources is popularly
known as “the Tragedy of Common”. The theory of “Tragedy of
Common” was propounded by an American Ecologist Garret Hardin
in 1968. This theory talks about the misuse of public property and its
affects on the environment and humans. The basic ideas of the theory
can be explained with the line “If a resource is held in common for
use by all, then ultimately that resource will be destroyed.”

A classic case of resource overuse is overfishing of the oceans.
Because no restrictions limit access to fisheries in the open ocean,
economic incentives result in an excessive number of boats operating.
Depletion of the fish stocks results, with declining revenues for all
fishers. Until net revenue reaches zero, however, incentive continues
for new participants to enter the fishery. This open access equilibrium
is both economically inefficient and ecologically damaging.
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Managing the Common Property Resources :

It should be noted that economic development and the
environmental quality are inversely correlated. If one desire to achieve
the high rate of economic development then he/she should forget about
the sound environmental quality. In other words, higher economic
growth means higher exploitation of environmental assets. On the
other hand if we want to keep the environment quality intact then we
should forget about the economic growth related aspects. Thus there
is a trade off between these two extremes which may be solved by
using the proper methods of managing the common property
resources. Several ecologists and social scientists have provided
different control methods.

Managing and controlling the Common Property:
Followings are some of the ways through which we can protect the
common property resources. ‘

I. Solution by Prohibition: This measure strictly prohibits those
actions of the households and producing units which directly
exploit and pollute the common property resources. Such
prohibitions may be undertaken through the legal measures.

II. Solution by Direct Controls: It requires setting a ceiling level of
the quantity emission discharged in to water or air. As for
example, in case of air pollution, Government would have to
specify just how much smoke a factory could emit. These
measures are implemented by the Government recognized
institutions.

III. Solution by Taxes and Subsidies: Both these measures are the
fiscal measures and the prime objective of these measures is
to protect the environment and side by side raise the revenue.
Accordingly a polluter should be required to pay a tax for every
unit of waste discharged. On the other hand, a subsidy would
require payment of a financial incentive for every unit pollution
abated.

IV. Solution by the Sale of Pollution Permits: This requires the
establishment of a system of marketable licenses. E- -h license
would give its owner the right to pollute up to a specified amount
in a given place during a particular period of time. Their licenses
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could be bought and sold in an organized market.

Solution through Restoration of Property Rights: It is also
suggested by many, who strongly believe that “common
property” nature of the resources is responsible for the damages
imposed on them. The advocates of this measure believe that
restoration of private property ownership will serve as an
incentive for preservation and conservation of resources.

Methods of Conservation of the Common Property

Resources : There are several methods advocated by the
conservationists, some of which are mentioned below:
i. Material Substitution: There are many possibilities of material

ii.

_substitution by which we can substitute the harmful materials
with the environment safe materials. As for example, the plastic
bags may be substituted with paper or cotton bags.

Product Life Extension: This is a method by which the durability
of the product is extended by deliberate design, so that the
need for replacement would be postponed. It is a common
practice that many modern producers design the. goods for early
disposal by the consumers to serve twin purpose of (a) boosting
the sales and profits of the producing firm by encouraging
consumers to go in for replacement of their goods more rapidly

(b) reflecting consumer’s apparent desire for rapid changes of
their goods for the sake of novelty.

Recycling: It is popular and widely used method through out
the world by many industrial units. This is a process by which
the life of the resource is extended by means of recycling, The
success of recycling depends on the technological advancement
in the country.

Welfare Economics studies the ways, means and methods of
ensuring and increasing economic well being of the individuals as
well as the society. The subject of Welfare Economics is not merely
production, exchange and consumption of goods and services; but the
economic well-being or welfare. The well-being concept is closely
related with many other non economic factors and among them the
quality environment is one of the most vital factors. That’s why both
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the advanced and backward countries of the world have been providing
importance on the environmental conservation and management
policies. For this reason the agricultural and industrial development,
population policy, forest and soil conservation policy, energy policy,
water policy etc have been formulated in association with the
environmental conservation policies. This is because every sector of
the economy is closely associated with each other; hence, without
establish proper balance among all the sectors we can not expect the
desire growth path of the economy. Proper environmental management
policy will ensure not only the conservation and preservation of the
common property resources but also sustainable development of the

nation as a whole. O
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WOMEN IN BUDDHISM: A STUDY, WITH
REFERENCE TO NORTH EAST INDIA

Jayda Begum

ABSTRACT : Buddhism is widely known throughout the
world as a humanistic religion in its outlook, approach and

. aim. It is a religion of peace and kindness. In the sixth
century B.C. the time when Buddha was born the status of
women was not satisfactory like in the early Vedic period.
It is notified that in all cultures and during all times though
women have never been totally ignored but they never get
equal universal respect comparing to men. In this connection
Buddhism is unique one as it treat women as equal to men.
It is also true that before Buddhism women was also
participating in religious activities, but that participation were
not independent like Buddhism. In Buddhism women are
always named before men in the Buddhist texts. Buddha
recognized the ability of women to attain nirvana. In
Brahmonical religious systems women’s role in the society
has never been recognized as equal with men. On the other
hand there are tribal societies in north east India, like the
Tai society which recognized women as independent and
capable of doing everything equally like men.

Key words_: Buddhism, Religion, women, Bhikkhuni,
Nirvana, Tai etc.

Introduction :

One of the best peculiar ways to understand the spirit of
civilization and realize its limitation is to study the history of the position
of women in it. The position of women is the best index to identify the
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religious, cultural and spiritual levels of a society. These levels include
religious rites, different rituals, prescriptions and restrictions, and the
rights and privileges permitted to an individual. The privileges accorded
or denied to a person by religion influence ones position in the society.
Religion provides moral bases for the accorded roles of women in a
society.

Buddhism s areligion totally humanistic and social in its outlook,
approach and aim. The fundamental scripture of Buddhism is the
Tripitaka, which consists of the Vinaya Pitaka, the Sutta Pitaka and
the Abhidhamma Pitaka. In Buddbhist scriptures there is no systematic
description about the position of women. The position of women can
be derived from different role played by them in the history of
Buddhism. In the sixth century B.C, the time when Buddha was born
the position of women in India was considerably lowered down in
comparison with early Vedic period. In the Brahmana literature it is
believed that while the son is the hope of the family, the daughter is

the source of trouble to it. Buddha never considers the birth of a
daughter as a cause of trouble.

Buddha was the first who allowed women to enter into religious
life and also believed that women are able to attain liberation which is
known as nirvana in Buddhism. But after the death of Buddha attitude
towards the equality of women with men was changed. '

The Buddhist community of Assam is one of the extended
Buddhist communities of south East Asia. The present Buddhist
community of North East India is migrated from Myanmar in the
middle of the 18" and 19" centuries. This community belongs to Tai
race includes the tribes like- Khamtis, Khamyangs, Turungs etc. They
are found in the adjoining districts of Arunachal Pradesh. In Assam
tai Buddhist communities are found in Dibrugarh, Lakhimpur, Jorhat,
Golaghat, Tinsukia, Sibsagar and Karbi-Anglong districts and they
follow Theravada Buddhism. In this paper I shall made an attempt to
find out the status of women in early Buddhism and in Tai Buddhist
society of north east India.

Objectives of Study :

1) To find out the status of women in Buddhism.
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2) To find out the status of women in the Tai Buddhist society of
north east India.

Methodology :

The paper is an attempt to find out the status of women in
Buddhism with reference to north east India. The study is based on
secondary sources. The data are mainly collected from books, journals,
research papers, internet sources etc. The methods which I used are
mainly descriptive and analytic.

Status of Women in Early Buddhism :

Today, the role of women in a society is a worldwide issue.
Here is an opportunity to look it from Buddhist perspective. Buddha
never considers women as inferior to men. They believe that for society
men and women are equally useful. He undoubtedly accepted the
ability of women for realizing the truth. Buddha recognized women’s
abilities and talents and gave them responsible position in the Bhikkhuni
Sangha. It is found in the canonical literature that at first Buddha was
pot in favour of admitting women in his SaEgha. At last Buddha agreed
to allow women to enter the religious life after the several request of
his foster mother Mahaprajapati were supported by his disciple
Ananda. Buddha’s denying to entering the women in the religious life
did not shows his views against equal status of women. He may think
that women can get liberation by performing household activity
efficiently according to the rules laid down for lay devotees. While
admitting women in to the saEgha he imposed eight rules upon them.
Bhikkhuni would have to follow these rules, known as
AstaGurudhamma.

These rules are:

1) A bhikkhuni, even though she has been ordained for a hundred
years, on meeting a bhikkhu who has newly entered the Order,
must rise, venerate, and pay obeisance to him.

2) A bhikkhuni shall study for two full years prior to the
Upasampada Ordination and shall inform the Order of bhikkhuni
and make arrangements for the ordination.
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3) A bhikkhuni cannot admonish a bhikkhu for either real or unreal
offences, but a bhikkhu can admonish a bhikkhuni for real
offences. ) ‘

4) A bhikkhuni should not receive donations before bhikkhus. A
bhikkhuni must not receive food, lodging, bedding and a cushion
before a bhikkhu does.

5) Ifabhikkhuni violates these rules, she ought to perform penance
for half a month in the Orders, the Order of bhikkhus and the
Order of bhikkhunis.

6) On observance day, either all the bhikkhunis in the Order or
else a representative should go the monastery of bhikkhus. At
first, they should worship the stupa, and go to the cell of a
bhikkhu they are acquainted with to declare their purity.
Whenever a bhikkhu instructs bhikkhunis, he must think of them
as daughters; and bhikkhunis for their part, must think of their
preceptor as the Buddha.

7) A bhikkhuni should not pass the rainy season by living alone
without relying upon a bhikkhu. Probably, it was done for the
security of a bhikkhuni.

8) Atthe end of the rainy season the bhikkhunis must report their

offences in the two orders

These eight rules clearly reflect the hierarchy in the Buddhist
monastic order. The implications of these rules are perfectly compatible
with the so called sayings of other religions, like that -all men, by
virtue of their maleness, are superior to all women. However, it is
argued that these discriminatory rules were intended to maintain
prevailing status of women in society within the SaEgha and to protect
them from becoming completely dislocated from traditional mores
and behaviour

Buddha stated that no man or woman could be superior or inferior
in society depend on by reason of his birth. He pointed out that position
of man and woman depended on their conduct. It simply means that
it was a person’s attitude and behavior which made a man superior or
inferior. A woman has the same human nature and human right like
man has. The Buddha tried to remove such kind of belief from the
mind of people. According to him, there was no reason to feel worry
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at the birth of a daughter. For example, King Pasenadi was unhappy
at the time of birth of a daughter to his Queen. When the Buddha
observed that King was not happy, he said;

A women- child, O Lord of men may prove

Even a better offspring than a male (Samyutta Nikaya, iii.)

Above way, the Buddha gave a statement which skillfully raises
the status of women and made the King happy. After hearing the
words of the Buddha King realized that the daughter and son are
equally important.

In Buddhism the supreme liberation or Nirvana is available for
both men and women. When Ananda asked Buddha whether women
could reach enlightenment? Buddha answered-

“And be it woman, be it man for whom such chariot doth wait,
by that same car into Nirvana’s presence shall they
come.”(SamyuttaNikiya, i.)

From this it is clear that Buddha allow the women to follow the
path of dhamma, by which they can achieve nirvana.

From the Buddhist texts one is able to see that women could
compose religious verses. Therigitha of Khuddaka Nikéya is a unique
document. Itacknowledges authority and equality of women in spiritual
practices. This document is a collection of verses attributed to seventy-
three women who became spiritually enlightened. The gétha verses
indicate that women have the capacity to realize and understand the
highest religious goals of their faith. It considered women not less
than men in their achievements and understanding of dharma.
Sanghamitra was a famous Buddhist lady who become a successful
nun and a well wisher of all the people and cared for everyone’s

benefit and happiness.She was the first women who went abroad to
spread the religious teachings. She became very popular when she
converted five hundred ladies and establish a nunnery in Sri Lanka.
From the story we can say that, in the histdry of Buddhism, however,
the permission given to women to enter in to the saEgha gave a good
impetus to the cause of women education. A large number of women
joined the saEgha and became students of religion and philosophy.

The position of women in a society is reflected in her status
within the institution of marriage and family. In Buddhism marriage is
not a holy ordinance and marriage services are not conducted by
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monks; they can bless a couple after their marriage. For them marriage
is a secular contract and is to be regulated by society through, legal,
social and political processes. Marriage was not compulsory for
Buddhism. In Buddha’s view -a woman was not bound to marry to
save her self-respect that of her family, but, on the contrary, found
that she could honorably remain unmarried?. It proof's that women in
Buddhism enjoys much liberty in the field of marriage. In ancient
India, a widow lived a life with strict celibacy. Buddhism considered
- that death is natural and inevitable end for all beings. For that woman
suffers no moral degradation on account of widowhood, nor is her
social status al.ered in any way. The position of a wife in the Buddhist
period was very sound. She was respected in the family. She had the
- authority of distributing money. She also got the opportunity to deal
with spiritual matters. Her capacity to work, management of servants,
loving behavior and capacity to guard wealth would make her a perfect
housewife who could win everyone’s hearts. The Buddha felt the
need to accord highest respect to the role the woman plays as mother
of children because Motherhood was the most honoured phase of
woman’s life.
In Buddhism girl child was not considered as a source of burden.
In Dhammapada commentary there are instances of adoption of
daughter. Thus Buddhism presents the scenario of a woman as an
independent being equal to man. During the Buddhist period, women
of India attained unbelievable success and achieved glory in the sphere
of education, culture and spiritual potentialities. But after Buddha’s
death attitude towards women’s equality with men and their
participation in religious affairs changed.

Women in the Tai Buddhist Society of North-East India :

Tai societies of north east India follow Theravada Buddhism.
Tais have institutionalized monastic system in Assam and Arunachal
Pradesh. Several religious rites and rituals are performed in the
monasteries through the year where both men and women participate,
and take panchasila .Women above the fifty years of age take astasila.
In the vihara the lay devotees of the village including women sit
together, according to their spiritual level specified by the silas. Like
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the astasila holders sit in the front row and the panchasila holders
next to them. Widowhood also does not prevent one to take part in
such rituals.

Women of the Tai Buddhist communities of North east India
can also participate in different socio-religious festivals. One of the
major festivals of Tai community is Poi-Chang-ken festival, where all
the villagers, including women, take part. In this festival all villagers
including women assemble in the vihara. They participate in the bathing
agenda of the image of Buddha, and offer food, flowers, candle and
other necessary materials to the bhikkhu. Above all, Women also take
part in the preservation process of the books and manuscripts. A
special task of the festival is the water-splashing ceremony in which
young boys and girls splash water on the participants of the festival.
It is to be noted that for the Mai-ko-chum-phai festival women have

to prepare a black coloured food namely khaoja-cook. It is believed -

that at the time of Buddha’s death his teeth were black with an herb,
and hence, his disciples offer him food of black colour to signify that
tradition. Equally with men Women also take part in the ritual of fasting
called varsha vassa. The three months from the full moon of July to
full moon of October is calling the Buddhist vassa- vasa. During this
period the full moon day are considered very auspicious. On that
period women use to go to the vihara and offer food, money, candle,
flowers etc. to the bhikkhus. On every evening of the varsha -vassa
period, young girls carry flowers to the vihara which is considered as
an act of collecting punya. Elderly women also have freedom to stay
in the campus of the monastery to observe astasila for a stipulated
period in those days. It is often noted that women participate in such
activities more than even men.

Women of the Tai Buddhist community take active part in rituals
connected with the death of a monk. Another religious act done by
Tai Buddhist women is the making of the religious flag called tvan
khan. A Tvan khan is always woven by women and is considered as
meritorious act. Women also participates in other religious festivals
and rituals like the Buddha Purnima. On such occasions women go to
the viharas and offer essential things to the monks.

In the Tai Buddhist community of Assam, monastery plays an
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important role in the development of education before the establishment
of schools for formal education. In earlier Women were not allowed
to have education imparted in the viharas but at present girls of the
Tai Buddhist communities goes to the monastery to learn Tai and Pali
besides going to have formal education at school. In some districts of
north east India, Tai women, including the young girls, go to the vihara
as well as to the schools to take education of both religious and secular
type. It is to be noted that even after independence of India, the
monasteries are regard as important centers of education where
scriptures written in Pali and Tai were taught.

Conclusion :

In the above way Buddhism present the scenario of women as
an independent being. The Buddhist women were bold enough to
demand the right to become nuns. This act must have influenced all
other women — directly or indirectly. The missionary spirit of
Mahaprajapati Gotami and Sanghmittra must have lifted the position
of woman in the society. The women now enjoyed greater freedom
in term of selecting a life partner or in taking the path of nunnery. It is
clear from the above discussion that Buddha was the first to bring out
a revolutionary change in the status of womanhood as a whole. The
Buddha was the first to propagate the existence of the society which
was not disintegrated by the class structure but which was
homogeneous. Even the gender differences in no way separated the
sexes in the society that the Buddha maintained. Again Buddhism
also has contributed towards empowerment and upliftment of women
in the Tai society of North east India. The Buddhist nature of the Tai
society has encouraged it to see women as independent and capable
of doing anything equally with men. The position of women in Tai
society can be understood by their participation in different festivals
and rituals. Course of history shows that though much man was
regarded as superior, women also frequently challenged this position
and sometimes won a more honoured position. Buddha was known
as a social reformer. He really reforms the society by reforming and
uplifts the status of women. Today there is a need to look back at the
time of Buddha. In my view point by following the path which Buddha
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takes to improve the status of women will also help us to improve our
society. Q
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VIOLENCEAGAINST GIRL CHILD

Sandipa Biswas

Violence against girl child is a worldwide phenomenon which
spans all social classes and age groups. It is perpetrated on every
continent wielded by every social'and economic class and sanctioned
to varying degrees by every form of government, every major religion
and every kind of communal or familial structure. The girl child is
affected uniquely by violence across the world. There is no place for
her, only promises of stronger legal regimes and more robust non-
governmental assistance. Though various legal instruments are applied
for protecting the girl child, still innumerable perusal acts of violence
and negligence can be observed on a daily basis. Violence such as
forced childhood marriage with men double or triple of their age,
depriving them from education, early motherhood, and tracking them
across national border as commodities to be used as prostitutes or
slaves or warily to be sold again for a heavy profit. Many are even
victimized before birth as technology and greater access to medicine
have given _/fise to pre-natal sex. Girls continue to face the threat of
sexual harassment and abuse in workplaces and schools. Their lives
may be taken for the “honor” of their families for speaking to strangers
or comeaeitting other minor transgressions.

The main cause is the power gap between men and women and
the way girls and women are disadvantaged in key areas. Relations
between men and women are closing bound up with political and
economic structures. Majority of the poor. worldwide are female.
Their ratjo is generally less than men and is found to be forced into
marginal sectors of the labour market with a ower econonuc status'.

Girl children are less likely to have access to education and
career development and are less involved in political as well as
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domestic decision making process’.

Violence against girls is a systematic and structural violation of
Human Rights and has a long historical legacy. It is eluded in the
very nature of our socio-economical and political institutions. Its roots
stem from not given any agency or visibility or voice to girls. The
quality of ., women’s choices gets affected by differences in ender
power that force girls to lead a poor quality of life. Further, the social
inter play and cross interactions of forces of caste, culture, region
and education subordinate women and make them more vulnerable
to violence. Oppression begins with foeticide, infanticide and recurs
through childhood, adolescence and adulthood in the form of neglect,
exclusion and violence.

One of the primary reasons that hinder girls from having access
to equal opportunities is differences in rewards between men and
women across various stages of engagement and occupation with
their education andskills. Further within families girls are often denied
decision making power and are hence rendered voiceless. Studies
show that more than 50 percent girls get married world overa during
childhood®s Child marriages and early pregnancies are the major global

killers of girls. In rural areas, interruptions in education abductions
and kidnapping are increasing. Older siblings often act as surrogate
mothersto look after younger siblings; in it is a major reason tor high
dropout rates tor girl.

Globalization piggybanks on the girl child. Multinationals earn
hue profits force sub-contacting labour at cheapest waes™. Girls work
at the bottom of the pyramid. Different kinds of violence affect girls’
sense of self worth and self esteem and also their productivity. Many
girls who are sexually abused and raped are often abandoned by
their families and end up in red light areas. Further blaming the victim,
results in painful social exclusions. Girls are at the receiving end of

our patriarchal, misogynistic phenomenon and are mentioned when
sex selective abortions or entail mutilations are discussed but there
are many more incidences or situations of violence experienced by
girls that are not talked about which can be termed as physical, mental
and also structural. Families, schools, other social structures, laws
and policies of state reinforce and inflict various forces of violence.
One of the biggest violence that girls ace is in their lack 0 access
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to spaces. Girls especially young girls are either often brushed aside
as being insignificant in decision making roles or punished for being
head strong and rebellions. Girls who challenge or break social and
cultural norms have to deal with various levels of violence. With
restricted mobility, interrupted education and no accedd to bearing
skills, early marriage is presented as the only option for adolescent
girls. Mal-nutrition, early preancy and related complications follow.
As regards children, parents behave like businessmen. In a society
that privileges males, parents invest more in those who would bring
them the highest return. Girls married or not, continue to deal with
unwanted male attention-eve teasing, sexual abuse and even rape.
Girls who break the humor code of their communities are often
abducted. Bodies and minds of girls are always seen as property of
their families and communities and are solely meant to serve these.
Social and familial environments discourage; them from speaking about
themselves. The violence against women can be removed through

the implementation law and value education in the society . Q
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WATER POLLUTION: A GREAT
CHALLENGE FOR HUMAN HEALTH

Dharmendra Nath Mishra

Water is life. Two third portion of human body is water which is
the basic constituent of the human body. In contest of population growth,
industrialization, urbanization, soil erosion etc compelled the
fundamental reasons for water pollution emphasized the problem of
drinking water for every human. It is also observed that we are also
responsible for this issue as bad chemicalisation processes in various
interests. Mismanagement in drainage systems of waste wat. r after
different activities etc. It has been observing infact, the waste water
from industries, power plants, minings etc flows into rivers, wetlands
or major drains polluted the surface water as a whole. Water from
these resources supplied to different cities with weak or poor water
work systems creats lots of dangerous diseases. Pollutants like arsenic,
jron, potassium, organic or inorganic are haphazardly combined with
these surface water and makes water resources polluted.

Surveys done by WHO and other NGOS, confined the reports
as 40 people of world have drinking water facilities as general water
available from common sources without filter facilities. lack of
freshwater resources a few pollutants contained in ordinary water. In
some of places water is contaminated in reservoirs and people are
habituated to use this contaminated water. The highly deep water
availability is difficult for general public due to high deep cost as well
as pumping facilities inferior and supply mismanagements or poor
financial approaches. Hence this water pollution issue is a great
challenge for every human of the world. Mainly climate change, global
warming and natural calamities are also the reasonable factors for
water pollution. As per reports prescribed by different health
organizations, in south asian region countries like Nepal, -India,
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Bangladesh, Sri lanka every year the pollution level of water is varied
and sometimes it goes very high arises the problem of drinking water
facilities resulting dangerous diseases and situation of foodless, poor
sanitation systems also affect the problem of water pollution to some
extent. Open urination and mismanagement of drainage system are
also effective causes of water pollution. Even the process of filtering
the water has been bring in practice. make it commercial not easily
available for each and every people. Polluted water not only affects
the human but also affect the aquatic life, organism up to a maximum
extent. These aquatic lives affection change the environment and the
surrounding of the human. This issue of water pollution is a great
challenge for world everyone and bring consciousness to minimize
the defects .

No doubt in this contest need to be serious everyone towards
minimizing the pollution time to time, campaign should be organized
by different institutions and NGOS as well as governmental steps to
control and minimize water pollution. Financial funds should be allotteq
nationally or internationally to bring the pollution undercontrolled and
minimize and steps should be taken to facilitate the drinking water up
to everyone in sufficient amount. Impact of water pollution, pure water
work plants should be established by different organizations or groups
and to make water pollution free, easily available for each and
everyone. Digging deep boring pumping and supplying the underground
water full of minerals up to every individuals and make supply water
neat and clean, full of nutrients for every survival of world.

Managed drainage system for waste water from industrial
activities, institutions, domestic uses etc may be properly managed
and make free from waste water. Major drains are subjected to
interconnect with minor drains and cover to make environment pollution
free. Sanitations, urinations etc should be constructed at

u
meeting halls, offices, public stations etc. Domestic faclzlitt)il;: ls)[llzc:f]f;
also managed in a well manageable way and in sufficient in numbers
Place to place tube wells, boring pumping systems up to deeply watex:
should be arranged and facilitate the people up to a maximum extent.
Key Words: Waste water, ‘vVaterWork, Pollution free,
Sanitation. .

Introduction: Unwanted and unused impurities contaminants
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mixed with water are called water pollution. Polluted water is a major
adverse for every life on earth. Human and nature are basic reasons
for water pollution globally and a great challenge for human health. In
contest of growing population demand of domestic water is an
auspicious demand and ready to face the problem of water scarcity.

Methodology: According to survey upon the water pollution
by different agencies and organizations comprise the reports
conveniently water pollution is a major affect of health detoriation
and aquattc degradation on the globe. Methods of measuring the
different components in water and obtain their parameters

determination.

Discussions: The pollutants and contaminants have been mixing
with water resources as surface water, ground water, marine water
etc make water as more or less polluted and creates a serious problem
for lives survival on earth. This water pollution is due to chemicalization
sutomatically happened by nature, as well as human. Industrial waste
water is also an effective cause of water pollution. Organic and
n8rganic contaminants are also the responsible factors for water
wllution. 30il erosion due to flood and heavy rainfall make more water
sollution arises the problem of drinking water facilities for human and
mimals. Over flood and overflowing of excess water creates more
vater pollution itself. Sometimes the problem of drinking water facility

flood effective areas mainly India and China occurred a serious
yoblem during rainy and flood situations.

Detergents and other wastes: Domestic waste like dirty water
rom household waste, detergent mixed water mixed surface water
ad make it .polluted up to more extent. Pollutants like organisms
saste, minerals, soil pollutants etc directly combined with ground water
ad change it more acidic and toxic placed into polluted category of
ater. This toxicity and acidity make water as heavy water and more
armful for lives. It also affects the environment imbalance. Some
laces, percentile availability of oil in water make groundwater so
olluted and adverse components for human and other lives. Even
quatic wastes dissolved into resources make water much polluted.
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Agriculture waste: Agricultural waste materials also make more
polluted the surface water due to misplacement applicability of
materials. We are not so conscious towards the quality of water mainly
for drinking pure water. Placement of waste material brings the
situation of water pollution up to some extents. Husks, dry leaves,
waste stems, branches, shoots of plants are placed not at proper place
comprise with surface water and the water is polluted.

Contaminants and mineral pgllutants: A few surveys are
done by well expert in this direction to examine the qualities of water

and studies regarding their impurities and percentile value of impurities
in sample water easily available for drinking. It has been found that
their impurities groups mainly arsenic, iron, lead, boric, sodium etc are
different in amount at different times. Mainly in rainy seasons, surface
water becomes more polluted due to unsystematic flow of rain water.
Sometimes rain water also brings unaccepted situation like over flooding
in rivers, reservoirs, ponds, lakes etc creates overflowing in an
uncontrolled manner and males normal water more polluted arises
the drinking water problems. Hence problem is visualized as water
itself liable for water pollution also. Consequently it creates an adverse
effect upon aquatic system even ecosystem also effective. This excess
and over estimated polluted water is useless for all organisms, species
on the surface. Different reports in contest of quality of water and
degree of pollution in it is basic cause of health detoriation and diseases
in communities make it unsecure and place in danger for coming
future.

Usually contaminated water is the consequences of so many
dangerous diseases in species. Even contaminated water already
vanished a few species from the world.

Other materials study method: In order to study the different
entities in different water samples the samples of 5 water type are
collected in 5 bottles and their constituents are tested in laboratory
and measure their acid level, toxic level, pH value, their temperatures
at same time, electrical conductivity, dissolve oxygen level, chloride,
fluoride, sulphate and phosphate levels are measured in laboratory.
The hardness of water is also examined by Edtamethod. Dissolvity of
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oxygen is measured to use the Winkler’s Method. Similarly the above
minerals levels are estimated like iron, chloride, fluoride, sulphate level
percentile in different samples are estimated with their physiochemical
method. The respective level estimation apparatuses were applicable
with suitable chemical reagents and titrate the samples and constituents
were detected.

The acidity or alkalinity of water is based upon its pH value. So
pH value of water is required to measure. The pH value of drinking
water is influenced by a large number of minerals, impurities, organic
or inorganic components comprises the chemical reactions with one
another result the acidityor alkalinity of water changes the pH level
of drinking water. As per report by WHO the pH level of drinking
water is 6.72-6.96 is prescribed and preferable for common people
everywhere. The disolvity of oxygen in water should be limit of 8 mgjl

is permissible level for drinking water.
But the disolvity of oxygen into water is detected between the

ranges from 7-22 mgjl in the different samples. The aquatic lives are
existed in a better way when the dissolved oxygen level is lowered
ranges and should be 4-6mgjl. Here tables are prescribed and their

various parameters are given below.

Resources of Water Sample Code
Tube well water A
Tank water B
River water C
Rain water D
Market water E
lake water F

Result and Discussion: After various processing during testing through
physiochemical analysis of different water samples following resuits
duely their parametric measurements are obtained.
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Code Ordinary pH Electrical Oxygen |[|Hardness
Temperature value Conductivity | Dissoived
A 23.50 7.00 1.84 153 80
B 23.00 6.58 1.77 8.6 85
C 24.00 6.75 1.20 16.2 110
D 25.00 6.82 1.35 18.3 112
E 2630 720 1.60 200 156
F 27.10 6.95 1.90 14.5 162

In ordinary drinking water the available limit of fluoride is
comfortable and acceptable prescribed by WHO recently is 1.6mg/l.
However their value is different for different water sample. Similarly
sulphate present is estimated different limit ranges from 20.80-85.80
mg/L. Sometimes sulphate excessity in drinking water precised the
causes of diarrhea and gastro stomach problems. Phosphate’s high
presence in drinking water exposes the adverse effect on human body
even animals are also affected due to its high amount. Excess level of
phosphate in water like sea water, rivers and pond water supporting
the fish preservations because high amount of phosphate stimulates
the growth of aquatic plants and foods for fishes through some other
food items of fishes create a favorable situation of high production
fishes. In same way iron level in different samples aré examined
through contamination or water contaminants affect the water colour
test and smell. It has been observing that excess iron in water changes
the density as well as colour of water. Sometimes, high percentile of
iron in it is observed as red coloured and hence it is called as “RED
WATER?”. Even it converts the colour of inner wall of the metallic
containers or utensils. Iron full water adverse the clothes colour as

“red on sporitaneous washing for a long time domestic cleaning
processes. This unwanted and harmful dissolvent creates the
production of iron bacteria in impure water. It has been also observing
that contaminated water or rotten materials with water collected into
damaged utensils, small gaps in hilly areas, minor caves holes etc
emphasized the growth of mosquitoes arising dangerous diseases in
humans and animals. Even drain dirty domestic waste water also
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executes the poisonous and harmful germs production generates the
surface pollution up to some extent.

In water supply system, the water supply in maintained through
iron pipe and these pipes corrosion due to regular supply water, leaching
the iron into supply water, and hike the iron level in supply water
make it more polluted. It has been observing that this high level of
iron into supply water reacts with some solutes forming impure and
dirty water like red water and black water. These are not favorable
for domestic purposes and affect the adverse impact on human
biological syndrome. So water supply is also an affectable cause of
water pollution. However tank water has been diagnofied before
supply with some insecticides like DDT, bleaching powder etc but
their residuals submerged with water and makes water not so pure
preferably for drinking, it partial relief in purposes.

Since all the underground resources of water are interconnected
indirect ways, the waste material like industrial waste, mines waste,
domestic waste etc have been supplying into most of the rivers from
the cities situated at the bank of these rivers make the river water
impure up to an optimum level and effects the aquatic organisms and
groundwater insecure, impure in a actual practices. This composed
river water interlinking with ordiniary wells, tube wells, borings, pump
sets even supply system also and could not clean aqd pure with water

works perfectly, impact the human life and animal life. Drainage system
for waste water from various places is also a reasonable cause of
water pollution due to proper

maintenance and bad constructions of drains, cannel and tunnels along
with minor drains facilities. Secure and preserve the water into reser-
voir or containers for further use of daily water utility remove the
water crisis and scarcity of daily water. Save water, don’t waste
water unused is and effective attention in water preservation.

Conclusion:
After a detail observations and studies towards the water pollu-

man health the attention aheaded causes of pollution as a
n under controlled,

tion and hu
d nature both are

whole and their necessary steps to bring the pollutio
the matters are concluded that human activities an
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the coaxial effective causes for water pollution of all categories and
compelled the situation of a great challenge for human health. Need
for more consciousness towards problem of pure water. Take initia-
tives for minimizing the pollution, save water, preserve water, moni-
toring quality of water and must use the clan water up to some ex-
tent. Secure the society free from water born diseases fully. O
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Demographic Behaviour of Scheduled
Castes Women of Dhubri District with
a Focus on Their Attitude to Family
Planning Measures

Dr. Manoranjan Roy

Introduction:

Family planning is a constituent of population policy. Family
planning is planning of the family, by the family and for the family. By
family planning or Planned Parenthood is meant conscious family
limitation or spacing of children. It means having children by choice
and not by chance. It requires the adoption of Some suitable methods
of birth control. India has been the first country to recognize officially
the importance of family planning movement. She has given family
planning a special role to play and, it has been made a part and parcel
of her national economic planning. India is the first country in the
world to have adopted an official policy favoring family planning. Before
itdid so in 1952, a number of social reformers, thinkers and voluntary
organizations had desired the Government to adopt a policy of
population control as a measure to protect the health of the mother.
Professor Karve (1972) was the first individual to open a family
planning.clinic in India in 1925. But he had-to pay a price and resign
from his teaching job. In 1930, the”’Mysore Government opened a
family planning clinic in the ‘State, and in 1932 the Government of

Madras opened birth control clinics in the Presidency. In the same
year, the All India Wome’vs Conference at Lucknow passed a
regulation recommending that “men and women should be instructed
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in methods of birth control in recognized clinics”. The National Planning
Committee, appointed by the .Indian National Congressin 1953 under
the chairmanship of Jawaharlal Nehru, strongly supported family
planning. In 1936, Pillai conducted a family planning course and in
1940, Sapru successfully moved a resolution in the Council of States
(the upper house of the Indian Parliament) for the establishment of
birth control clinicsin various government hospitals to protect the
health of the mothers. In 1949, the Family Planning Association of
India was formed in Bombay under the presidentship of Shrimati
Dhanvanthi Rama Rao and since its inception the Association has
worked ceasclessly for greater family planning acceptance.

Review of Literature:
Demographic behavior of a community includes their fertility and

mortality. status, attitude towards additional children, knowledge.

and practice of family planning etc.

Regarding attitude towards additional children, Roy and Paswan
(1995) in their study in the rural areas of Uttar Pradesh have
observed that the percentage of Scheduled Castes women
desiring more children is slightly higher than that of other women.

Different studies have found that the knowledge and practice of
family planning is lower among the Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes people. A survey conducted by International
Institute of Population Science, Mumbai and Population
Research Centre, Baroda in 1983 in two districts of rural Gujrat
has revealed that family planning practice is low among the.
Scheduled Castes in comparison to the other caste groups.

Roy and Paswan (1995) in their study in Uttar Pradesh have
found that 25.3 of the total Scheduled Castes women had
knowledge about all the modem methods while 39.1 of other
women groups knew about all the modem methods.

Bezbarua (1999) has found in one of his study that fertility and
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mortality among the Kaibarta people of Assam is high.

Couples’ knowledge of contraceptive determines the acceptance
or non-acceptance of it. NFSH-2 (1998-99) has found that
female sterilization is the most widely known (96 percent)
method of contraception in Assam and 85 percent know about
male sterilization. The best-known spacing method is
contraceptive pill (87 percent).

In Ramanagaram District of Karnataka, lyre (2002) has found
families with higher income use more and modem contraceptives
than those of the others. But, Ramu (1998) says that it is not
the family income but the mass media which increase the
knowledge of contraceptive among the rural women.

Ibrahim & Ibrahim (1998) argue that iu Egypt, over 70 percent
of Egyptian women acquire their knowledge about family
planning from the television and that is one of the most important
factors accounting for fertility declines in Egypt in the 1980s
and 1990s. In this situation total family income is not accounted.

A decline in infant and child mortality generates a larger demand
for contraceptive methods to regulate fertility, because of the
increased survival of children to adulthood. Some other
demographers, such as Ramu (1998) and Ahmed (2004) argue
that with high infant and child mortality experience, couple’s
use of contraceptives decrease.

Objectives of the Study:

(1) To study the knowledge and praciice of family planning among
the Scheduled Castes people ‘Of Assam in general and in
particular of Dhubri district of Assam and their socio-economic
determinants.

(2) To suggest remedial measures for improving socio-economic
"> li“'an of the poor Scheduled Castes people and controlling
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fertility and mortality on .the basis .of the findings, so that the
Scheduled Castes people of Assam in particular of Dhubri district
can improve their quality of life.

Methodology:

The study is based upon the primary as well as secondary data
collect from different sources. The secondary data is collected from
various sources like newspapers, books, journals, Statistical Hand Book
of Assam, Economic Survey of Assam etc. In addition to this, relevant
materials are also collected through the internet as well. Primary data
is collected from the field survey. Only the most necessary and
appropriate primary data have undertaken for the purpose of the study
in order to make the study very simple and easily understandable.

Sample Design: ,

Dhubri district consists of three sub-divisions and 14 development
blocks. We have categorized the blocks into three heads, on the basis
of their level of development, viz, highly developed, moderately
developed and least developed block respectively. So in each category
several blocks are included. Then two blocks are randomly chosen
from each category i.e. altogether six blocks are chosen. We have
chosen 2 villages as sample villages from each block so as to give
maximum geographical coverage. That is, altogether 12 villages have
been chosen. From these 12 villages, 20 households have been taken
randomly from each village. Thus, altogether 240 households have-
been chosen from the entire district.

Discussion: Philosophyand Guiding Principles
The Indian family planning programme depends for its success
on voluntary acceptance by the people, though a process of motivation
and education, of the good that accrues to individuals practicing the
small family norm. The philosophy behind the programme is as follows:
(a) The community rhust be prepared to feel the need for the services
in order that those may be accepted when provided.
(b) Parents alone must decide the number of children they wish to
have.
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(c) People should be approached through the media they respect
and through their recognized and trusted leaders.

(d) The services should be made available to the people as near to
their homes as possible.

(e) The services will have greater relevance and effectiveness if
they are made an integral part of medical and public health
services, especially of the mother and child health programme.

In the early years of the family planning programme, the
Government of India had adopted a “clinic approach” to family planning.
It opened a number of clinics and hoped that the people would take
advantage of the facilities. This approach was modified in 1962-63
and the government started giving greater emphasis to motivation
and to changing the attitude, norms and values of the people. Social
workers and auxiliary nurse midwives (ANM) were appointed to
carry out the motivational work. Other staff, both medical and
paramedical, was also appointed; the programme was made target-
oriented and additional funds were made available.

Why family planning?

(i). Family planning is a step towards the improvement of health
especially of mothers and children. This will lead to great
social benefit.

(i) Itwill be helpful for economicdevelopment.

@iii) It will remove food shortage.

It will increase pet capita income.

(i) Ttwill raise the standard of living.

(ii) It will increase efficiency of people.

(ii) It willreduce unemployment and underemployment.

When death tate is falling down, birth rate must fall down;
otherwise, population pressure would be serious which’ will eat up all
the benefits of the economic development.
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Family Planning Methods and Measures:

(1) Abstinence.

(2) Contraception.

(3) Sterilization.

(4) Abortion.

(5) Availability and use harmless effective devices.

(6) Motivation programme, education and propagation.
(7) Extension services.

(8) Training, studies and research.

(9) Delayed marriage and permanent celibacy, and
(10) Raising the level of education.

However, abstinence from conjugal relation is neither much
approved, nor is widely cticed. There are a quite a number of
contraceptive devices available, e.g, rubber traceptive, pill, Joop,
abortion, sterilization, diaphragm, jelly, etc. Some of the traceptives
are not very effective, e.g. loop; and some others are highly expensive
(diaphragm and jelly), while some others are inconvenient.
Contraceptives have to be simple, harmless and effective.

Sterilization appears to be a very better remedy. This could be
applied on both males (Vasectomy) and females (Salpinjectomy). It is
a permanent cure from the occurrence of pregnancy. Abortion does
not always get the. approval of the society. It also requires adequate
hospitalization facilities. The devices for birth control should be made
available to the needy at a very low cost.

Family Planning in Assam:

The Family Welfare Programme is being implemented in the
state since 1956 to reduce the birth rate to stabilize the population and
to improve the health of mother and child. At present Family Welfare
Programme is implemented under National Rural Health Mission
(NRHM) a centrally sponsored programme, However, socio-economic
faciors such as female literacy, age at marriage of girls, status of
women and discouragement of strong preference for son influence
the main objective of the programme. Though the steril zation was
the mainstay of family welfare programme in the past, spacii | between
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births of two children is also an equally important aspect under the
programme. The government is giving more stress on propagations
of spacing methods like Copper- T, Intra Uterine Device (IUD),
Conventional contraceptives (CC) etc. Performance of Family
Welfare programme is shown in the following table. During eleventh
five year plan (2007-12) for implementation of various schemes of
Family Welfare Programme and of better health services to the people
of Assam the state share to NRHM on centrally sponsored schemes
was Rs. 54361.29 lakh. The proposed outlay (State share) for NRHM
is Rs.16474.,00 lakh for Annual Plan 2011"-12.

Table: 1.1
Performance of Family Planning Programme in Assam

Name of 2010-11 2011-12 2012-13

Scheme i
Target | Achievem | Target | Achievem | Target | Achievement

ent (in %) ent (in %) (in %)

Sterilization 127000 63.89 6460 98.53 110000 56.88

LU.D. Insertion | $0000 57.20 4820 57.34 90000 66.74

C.C Users 90000 77.95 4800 164.92 90000 92.72

O.P. Users 90000 |- 94.62 4800 110.81 90000 120.77

Source: Statistical Hand Book, Assam, 2012, 2013 & 2014.

Knowledge of Contraceptive: '
Knowledge of contraceptive is found to be widespread among

the sample Scheduled
Castes womeén of Dhubri district. Out of total 240 respondents,

60 percent are aware of at least
one method of contraception and the best-known method is

contraceptive pill.
Table : 1.2 shows wife’s knowledge of contraception in relation
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to their present age.

Table : 1.2
Wives’ Knowledge of Contraceptive with their Present Age
Present age of | Number Knowledge of Contraceptives
the Wives of
Having Percentage | Not Having | Percentage
Wives
Knowledge Knowledge
15-19 8 6 75.00 2 25.00
20-24 22 15 68.18 7 31.81
25-29 32 24 75.00 8 25.00
30-34 36 28 77.78 8 2222
35-39 38 24 63.16 14 36.84
40-44 44 25 56.82 19 43.18
45-49 34 14 41.18 20 58.82
50 + 26 8 30.77 i8 69.23
Total 240 144 60.00 96 40.00

Source: Field Survey, 2014.

In the sample villages, it is found that some respondent (specially
the older) have been using some traditional methods of family planning.
So far the modem methods are concerned the youngest have greater
knowledge of them. Table: 1.2 shows that out of 36 women in the age
group of 30 - 34, 77.78 percent women have sound knowlcdge while
22.22 percent women have no knowledge about modem
contraceptives. Similarly, out of 26 women in the age group of 50+
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and out of 34 women in the age group of 45 - 49, 69.23 percent and
58.82 percent women have expressed their ignorance about modern
contraceptives respectively while women in the youngest age groups,
15-19, 20 - 24, 25 - 29 have sound knowledge for the same. This
shows that the knowledge of modern contraceptive has been
penetrating among the rural young Scheduled Castes people of Dhubri
district.

Practice of Contraceptives:

Practices of contraceptives depend on couple's knowledge about
it. NFHS-2 (1998-99) has estimated the current contraceptive users
in Assam as 79 percent and 69 percent of them use a modern method.
In the sample villages, it is found that 60 percent of the married women
have sound knowledge of contraceptives while 54.17 percent of them
use it. Out of 45.83 percent who are not currently using any
contraceptive methods, Some of them are found to have an unmet
need for family planning (currently married women who are not using
any contraceptive but who do not want any more children or who
want to wait for one or two years for another child are known as
having an unmet need for family planning). For Assam as a whole it is
17 percent (NFHS-2, 1998-99, p.110) among currently married women.

Table : 1. 3 shows age distribution of the respondents between
users and non-users of contraceptives.

Table : 1. 3
Age Distribution of the Respondents between Users and
Non-Users of Contraceptives

Age-group | Number. of Practice of Contraceptives

Respondents
Practicing | Percentage | Not practicing | Percentage

15-19 8 2 25.00 6 75.00

20-24 22 12 54.55 10 4545
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25-29 32 27 84.38 5 15.62
30-34 36 26 72.22 10 27.78
35-39 38 25 65.?9 13 34.21
40 + 104 38 36.54 66 65.46
Total 240 130 54.17 - 110 45.83
Source: Field Survey, 2014.

The age-specific examination of contraceptive use among the
sample Scheduled Castes women in the reproductive age group of
15-40+ reveals that the highest percentage of women (84.38 per-
cent) in the age group of 25-29 years use any method of contracep-
tion. It is also found that contraceptive use among the women in the
younger and older age groups (15 -19, 20 -24, and 40+) is lower than
that of the middle age groups (25-29, 30 - 34, and 35-39).

Factors Affecting Knowledge and Practice of Family Planning:

The socio-economic and demographic factors influencing couple's
knowledge and practice of family planning methods are the follows.
(1) LiveBirth.

(2) Total Family Income.

(3)  Age at Marriage.

(4)  Education of the Wives.

(5) Infantand Child Mortality.

(6) Wives' Labour Force Participation.
(7)  Nature of Husbands' Occupation.
(8) Effective Married Life Lived.

(9) Availability of Medical Facilities.
(10) Religion.

In this research paper, we have discussed about the demographic
behavior of Scheduled Castes people of Assam as well as Dhubri
District. We have also focused on their attitude towards family plan-
ning and the adoption behavior of family planning. Different studies
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have found that the knowledge and practice of family planning g
lower among the Scheduled Castes people. The reason is that ma,‘},».
ity of them are poor and illiterate. They do not understand the effect
of large family on income. They consider family planning to be 2
curse.

Family planning has great social benefits. It is helpful for eco-
nomic development and raises the standard of living. There are vari-
ous family planning measures in Assam. Some of them are absti-
nence, contraception, sterilization, abortion and so on. While conduct-
ing field survey, it is found that knowledge of contraceptive is wide.
spread among the sample Scheduled Castes women of Dhubri dijs-
trict. Out of total 240 respondents, 60 percent are aware of at least
one method of contraception and the best-known method is contra.
ceptive pill.

Suggestations:

Inthe light of the findings of the study, the following suggestions
we would like to make for the improvement of the socio-economic
condition and demographic life of the scheduled castes people of
Dhubri district of Assam.

(1) The most popular method of family planning among the
sample Scheduled Castes women is found to be the contraceptive
pill, which is used for spacing. Permanent method of family planning
like sterilization (both male and female) is not popular among them.
Thus, the government's family planning measures should give more
emphasis on permanent method of family planning and for this pur-
pose free sterilization camps should be organized from time to time
specially in the remote areas.

(2) Use of contraceptives in most cases depends on the avail-
ability of medical facilities. Medical facilities of the sample villages
are not satisfactory. Therefore, it is suggested that government should
open more Primary Health Centers (PHC) and sub-centers in re-
mote areas so that people of this localities can easily access the fa-
cilities,

(3) It is observed in the Scheduled Castes villages that the son
preference is the strongest motivating factor behind desiring addi-
tional children especially among the illiterates. This traditional mind
set of the people must be changed to reduce fertility among them.
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Therefore, the government should create awareness among the illit-
erates through NGOs that there is no difference between son and
daughter. o

(4) Womens' labour force participatlon. is found to have. great
influence on fertility as well as couple's attitude to extra chxldrel;l.
Since most of the respondents in the sample villages are found to be
semi-literate or illiterate, government jobs are not available to them.
But, the women folk are good in weaving, net making, handlcraﬁ:,h etccl:.
In this connection, special training shoulc! be introduced for.Sl: e'li
uled Castes women to improve their skill in these trades,' vyhlc wi
not only enhance their family income but also reduce fertility. o

(5) Lastly, a whole-hearted effort of the government, r.lonoige v
emmental organizations (NGOs), Gaon Panchayatsz dynamic (11' oo
the educated youths, Mahila Samities, etc are rgqulred fosr;' a;] cria:l e
change in the socio-economic and demographic life of the Sche

Castes people of Assam. O
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