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| Editorial |
The first ornithological study in Majuli

In eleven-twelve century there was a small state namely 'Habung'
in the present districts of Lakhimpur, Dhemaji and Majuli. Here the
inhabitants mostly were the Mising, Kalitas and Chutias and the area was
ruled by the Bhuyans. This state was tearned with Bio-diversity. Later on
Ahom king Chu-Ka-Pha occupied the state and one of his successor,
Ko Gadadhar Singha, who was a nature lover and mighty administra-
tor engaged 'Charai Choa Barua'- the-observer and conservator of Birds.
He declared the migratory birds dominated area of Ratanpur-Gayangaon
of Majuli as 'Chorai Chung' (habitat of Birds) and it was conserved spe-
cially. May be, this is the first royal or Govt. declared Bird Sanctuary in the
world. But, such heritage area for birds was un-researched till the year of
2003. We, the Aranya Suraksha Samiti - Assam requested to the Vice-
Chancellor of Assam Agricultural University Dr. K. M. Bujarbaruah to
make a study on the Birds of Majuli, specially in Dakshinpat wetland, known
as "Rambalia’ which is a pocket of migratory as well as local birds of Majulj.
Dr. Bujarbaruah sir immediately responded and directed Dr. Prabal Saikia,
areknowned ornithologist of Assam Agricultural University, to make the
research and compile the checklist of the birds of Dakshinpat wetland
Accordingly Dr. Prabal Saikia took the responsibility and researched the
birds and compiled the list of birds scientifically. This issue of 'Green Lettey’
is a special issue, where only the report of this study has been published.
We feel it as an historical work which may help to declare Dakshinpat
wetland as 'Bird Sanctuary' and also support the demand to declare heritage
site, which is Majuli as world a long term demand of the people of Assam,_
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We also hope that the Govt. of Assam will take necessary steps to declare Dakshinpat
wetland as a Bird Sanctuary and support the venture.
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" ChecKlist of Birds of Dakshinpat Satra in
* Majuli, the biggest River Island of the World.

Location: Dakshinpat Satra (26°55% N Latitude and 94°152E longitude) of
Majuli (26°457 - 27°12% N latitude and 93°39%E - 94°352 E longitude)
Methodology: The survey was conducted randomly from the month of March 2011 to
January 2015. Direct visual counts were carried out with a pair of binoculars (8 "40)
and spot identifications were made using field guide (Grimmtt et al 1999). Survey was
conducted by following the existing trails of variable lengths. The study was conducted
' in garden, residential area, aquaculture, agricultural field, grass land and wet land

. (Rambalia) of Dakshinpat Satra in Majuli the biggest river island of the world.
1 ‘The survey was mainly done during morning hours from 7-00 A.M. to 9-00 A. M.
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Order Family No Common Name,. Scientific Name and Status

41.Zosteropidae |1 |115. Oriental White-Eye, Zosterops palpebrosus BR.C.

42. Estrildidae |3 [l 16. White-Rumped Munia, Lonchura striata BR.U
117. Scaly-breasted Munia, Lonchura punctulata BR.C.
118. Black-Headed Munia. Lonchura malacca BR.

43. Passerinae 2 |119. House Sparrow, Passer domesticus BR.

120. Eurasian Tree Sparrow, Passer montanus BR.C.
121. Baya Weaver, Ploceus philippinus BR.C.

122. Black-breasted Weaver, Ploceus benghalensis R.C
123. Streaked Weaver. Ploceus imanyar BR.C.

124, Chestnut-tailed Starling, Sturnus malabaricus R.C.
125. Asian Pied Starling, Sturnus contra B.

45, Sturnidae 5 [126. Common Myna, Acridotheres tristis C.

127. Jungle Myna, Acridotheres fuscus

1 28. White vented Myna. Acridotheres BR.C.

129. Black-headed Oriole, Oriolus xanthis :
130. Black Drongo, Dicrurus adsimilis BR.C. ]
131. Indian tree-Pie, Dendrocitta vagabunda ]
132. House Crow, Corvus splendens BR.
133. Jungle Crow, Corvus macrohynchos

LI

44. Ploceinae

17. Passerformes (Contd.)

46. Oriolidae
47. Dicruridae
48. Corvidae

LI = —
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