SP— 3 263_]_

i . ) e wiw ﬂ-ﬁméﬂﬂ?ﬁ"lﬁ?ﬂ & A Journal on Environment and Nature
Butterflies

housand of butterflies
in the Bilasipara
Rashmela campus
created an another object of
attraction of the mela held
from last 8 Nov. to 22nd
Nov. The butterflies were
specia[!y concenfratedinthe
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gate and the statues of Lord
Krishna and others. Most of
the butterflies were brownish
incolourwith the black sfrips.
The butterflies are known as
identifing animal of pollution
and they representthe pollu-
tion free environment. It is
really a strange how and
why so many butterflies
accumulated in the
Rashmela campus. The
colour of the gakand the stat-
ues could arract them.
Worthmentioning that, a
dramma on butterflies was
performed in the Rashmela
last year. The name of the
“Dramma was “Mor Mon
Jai Pakhila Hoboloi” (| want
to be a butterfly). The
dramma was performed by
the children actors. Some of
the people thought that the
butterflies had got the
message sentbythe dramma
and they were coming to

Lsalisfy the children ! May be!
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IMPACT OF BIHU CULTURE ON ENVIRONMENT

Hari Charan Das

ihu culture has a greatimpact on environment.
Bihu was developed thousand of years ago, as

acultural process of worshiping nature. Atthat .

time there was no need of environmental awareness,
because the environmental degradation was negligible and
it did not touched the people. But, the environmental activi-
ties were carried by them as the cultural activities. Gener-

ally cultural activities of rural Assam s related to agriculture
and nature totally. So, their daily activities were greatly
related to nature. At leisure time, when they enjoyed songs
and dances, they expressed their love and respect to na-
ture. Thus natural ingredients were developed in their cul-
tural activities naturally.

Atthe time of Rangali Bihu, the first day is observed as
Garu-Bihu. Garu means cow. Cow are washed, cowsheds
are cleaned, new ropes are fit on the cowsheds, body of the
cows are polished by mustard oil and they are provided
good food. This reflect the animal love of the people. This
day is not only for the cows. The dogs, cats, horses,
elephants, ducks etc. are also treated with great honour and
love at this day. This tradition has tremendous impact on
conservation of animal. This function is a reflection of love

and responsibility towards the animal. The ‘Gash - Bihu' or
Bihu for the trees is also observed. Of course there is not
only special day for this Gash Bihu. This Gash Bihu is
observed at any day of the month of ‘Bohag’ or Baishak. At
the day of Gosh Bihu, frees were provided ‘Bihuan’
(A colourful cloth) and plantation programmes are taken.
Bihu dances and songs are amanged under the trees so that
thetrees can also listen the songs and enjoy with the people.
Though it is a tradition of culture, it increase the love for
nature and environment awareness,

The foods which are prepared during the Bihu festival
are environment friendly. Most popular item of Bihu festival
is 'Pitha’. These arethe  preparation of rice powder where
mostly the juggery, coconut, milk, sesamum seeds efc are
used ‘Chira’ (preparation of rice), ‘Sandaha' (a special kind
of fried rice powder), 'laddu’ of sesamum, coconut etc. are
the popular food items of Bihu.

According to the season of Bihu, the food items varied.
For instance, during the time of Magh Bihu' or Bhogali Bihu,
‘Chunga Pitha' are prepared. ‘Chunga' is nothing but a part
of Bamboo. Rice powder etc are inputted in the Bamboo and
heated in the fire to prepare this item. The 'chunga pithas' are
caten with card, dal, fish carry, meat etc.

‘Mah-Karai' is another preparation of Magh Bihu. This
‘Mah-Karai' is a special kind of mixture of rice, sesamum
seed, gram seed, various pulse seeds, coconut efc. This
type of preparations are not only tasty, but also rich from the
point of protein, vitamins starch and high calory value.

‘Mah prasad' is another environment friendly food item
which is used to worship God. This Mah - prasad are
prepared from raw pulse, coconut and seeds ginger. Various
fruits like benana, papita, pine - apple etc. are also used as

The cloths which are wared by the dancers and singers
in Bihu festival are colourful. The traditional weavers
prepare their dresses by local yamns where art of nature is
reflected. Red, yellow, green and black are the main colours
of the dresses of the singers and dancers. The dresses




reflectthe colour of trees, plants, flowers, birds, butterflies
efc. The weavers make art of such trees, flowers, plants
" efc. in the dresses. )

Most of the Bihu songs are the description of natural
environment, speciallythe gardens, paddy fields, flowers,
plantsandsoon—

“Birina leaves of the Bihu

young giris dance in clusters

they've had a touch of the Chait Bihu™
(Birina is a kind of tall grass)

“The birds pick at the paddy, my dear
the crumbs get scattered,

our very dear Bihu - ground

the dubari grass has covered”.

“Water insects sparkle inthe flower

petals sparkle in the flower >

my lover sparkles with vigour

the smile on his face never does disappear”

“The bird is yellow, its plumes are lovely

- itsfood is the wood,

ifl don't see her once on the day
| do’notfeelforfood,”

The omaments which are used by the dancers are also
natural product Orchid is the prime ornament of Bihu dancer
girls. ‘GamKhary', ‘Muthikharu', ‘Kerumani’, ‘Dugdugi’ etc.
are used by the dancers as the ornaments.

Plantation which is mostimportant pregramme of Bihu
has a great environment impact According to the rural
tradition bambaoos, mangoes, bananas, jack fruits plants
etc. are planted during the ime of Bohag Bihu. The season
of Bohag Bihu (April May) is the right time of plantation.
Because from this time rainy season starts and the plants
are naturally nurtured. It is the time when new leaves of
plants occurred and riew grasses are grown.

Thus, the Bihu festival has immense impact on
environment and it can be effectively utilised for
conseyvation of nature.
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