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ccording to the census of 2001, the total

: population of Assam is 2,65,37,407. Cut of this
: g_lopulatxon, theurban populationis only 33,20,000.
_Restmore than 2,32,000,00 people live in the rura! area. Cut
illiterate. This refects that huge mass oftotal population live
- masses of rural populace, libraries are the essential institu-
tions. Libraries are regarded as
- thereis noneed of requisite qualification to enterit. All knowl-
edge seekers of all sections of the society, of. all types of
" professional persons can use a publicli
theilliterates alsocan use the libraries. There are some rural
libraries, where afew newspapers are subscribed. Some

listen to it. In Assamese community, there is fitle called
‘Pathak’. 'Pathak’ means reader. In ancient time, these
; &athaks used to read sacred books, specially ‘Sri

is still existing in the Namghars of the villages. Any
traditional function of the villagers household

. tradition till
included in the Namghars in past . OF course, in the
Namghars, there were a few books. But its users were
many. Accardig tothe first law of library science books are

| for use. In rural areas, the books are preserved in the
} Namgharswe’regreaﬂx used by the villagers. The ‘Pathak’
reads and otherpeople [istentohim. A allthe Namghars

- thereadingin the Namghars are aimed to worship of God or

- anenvironment of alibrary
neither !
there are books to read and enough readers toread it.

Like Namghars, the Masjids, Temples, Gurudwaras,
Charches etc. of the vilIaQ? areas are also can be de-
scribed as [ibrary institution. These religious organisations
have tremendous role to create an environment of reading
and listening. Like the Pathaks in the Namghars, there
are Moulobis in the Masjids, priests in thetemples, fathersin
the churches and Granthis in Gurudwaras . The people
?atherin these religious institution to worship God as well as

0

reading room. Of course

These holy books were carefully preservedin these institu-

‘Bible' in the church, ‘Guru Granth Sahib' in the Gurudwaras,
‘Korans' in Masjid etc. In some modem library insfitutions
which are tagged with different religion are also have been
developed, where books as well as journals are supplied.
These libraries are used by children, young, cld andsoon.

Modem rural libraries in Assam were startedtosetupin
pre-Independence pericd. There were many factors in the
de\;ellopmen! t of these rural tibraries. These can be explained
asfollows:-

1. Increasing literacy : During the pre-Independence
era modem 'éaucaﬁ'onai system was started to aevelop by
the social workers. Schools and colleges were established

of this rural populatien more then 1,15,000,00 people are -
' inthe rural areas. To educate, inform and uplift these huge -

ples’ university where -
brary.in rural areas,

readers use to read the newspapers and illiterate people

advagavata', ‘Kirtana' or‘Ramayana’ efc. and the rural
e used tolisten tothemby encircling him. This tradition .

f isehold performthis -~
resent time . So, the village libraries were .

of Assamcanbe _regarded as areading room. Though - .

pray him, the environment of the Namghar is nothintghut;a )
ereis

tables or chairs nor catalogues in thislibrary,but

have some knowledge from the holy books of religion. -
tions. Various ‘Vedas', ‘Puranas’ etc. are kept in Temples, .

Rural dibraries in 4ssam

B Haricharan Das, Librarian

and lterary percentage started toincrease. The literate people
need books to satisfy their urge for knowledge. This urge for
knowledge made them dependant on bocks which encour-
aged them to build up the libraries. '

7. 2. Impact of western civilization : British rule in |.
Assam had encrmous impact on the development of the .

libraries. In 1303, when Assam Government public library
was . “established at Sillong, it created an awareness for
public libraries. On the other hand, English education was
introduced by the British rulers which carmied westem thoughts
ofeducation, The enlightened people by this English educa-
tion were refied on the modern library services. They

. understood the role of libraries in the informal education pro-

cess which pushed them to bush up the libraries. - -

3. Struggle for Independence : Stru{qgle forindepen-
was another factor of developmen

To aware the rural public about freedom struggle and to

 encourage and make them informed aboutindependence of 3

the country, there was agreat need of libraries. The books
on Indian history, Indian culture, biographies of Indian past
heros, messages of the leaders of freedom movement were
supplied to these libraries. The newspapers which carried

the news on freedom movement were also distributed in

these libraries. To get rid of the atrocities of the British police |

force, these libraries were run by the then congress volun-

- teers secretly. For instance, there was a library in Hakama

village of Dhubri District run by freedom fighter Sarat Ch.

- Sinha. Mr. Sinha used to keep the books in -trunks and

those were hidden under a bamboo bush atday time. The’
freedom fighter used to,come at night, pull them from the
bush and distribute the books to the readers. There -

: Flere_many such groups of readers and many such secret

lbgﬁgi&as in fural areas during the time of freedom movement

4. Eagemess for entertainment : Libraries were also
estabhsﬁ& asan institution of entertainment. In the past-
there was no radio or TV like the present time. Only enter-
teinment was to read and er;joy with the books. The story
baoks, novels, biographies, travel-iterature were popular
toois for entertainment. The educated %ouths ofthe villages
built clubs where libraries were one of the part of the club as
a source of entertainment also. . o
5. Competitive PsychologiyI :Libraries in the villages
usedtobe the symbol of " prestige. A village with a well-
uipped library is regarded as a developed, cultured and
ucated village. During the time of pre-Independence,

 these libraries were frequently visited by the leaders

movement. 'gc;hget the honour as well as tocatch
the eyes of high level officers as well as politicians, the-
villagers competed to build and develop the libraries.
Development of the rural libraries : Before Inde-
pendence ﬂemer'e was nof any Govemmental efforts to
develop libraries in the rural areas. British government
established afew public libraries in Sillong, Jorhat, Sivsagr,
Dhubri and Guwahati. These libraries could not serve the
rural people as these were far from the rural areas. There
was no scheme for the rural libraries or service for the rural

of rural libraries. |

et e ecm—— =0 o b e

people. The rural social workers, studentorganisation fike

&3



‘Chatra Sanmilan’ helped to build the libraries. Almost

all the rural libraries were built by public donations. During -

gre—independenoe therewas notasingle ruralfibrary foun

y the govemment, So all the rurallibraries of that time were
public institutions. Some of them were run by Assam library
Association, some were by the local clubs, scme were by
the religious organisations like Namghars, Masjids,
Gurudwaras and so.on.

Not only the British Govemment, the state Govemment
also did not take any scheme for rural libraries till 1985 in
Assam. In 1956, the District libraries were established in
Silchar, Tezpur, Dhubri, Guwahali, Dibrugarh, Nagaon and
Jorhat. In' 67 and' 68 Diphu and Halflong got the district
libraries. In the same year sub-divisional libraries were
established in Goalpara, Gola&hat, Karimganj, North
Lakhimpur, and Sivasagar. In 1869-70 Barpeta, Hailakandj,
Kokrajhar, Mongaldoi and Nalbari sub-divisional libraries
were established, But not a single rural library was
established by the Govemment. i

Rural iibrary scheme was taken by the govemment in
1985. According to this scheme it was planned to establish
‘rural libraries in each Gaon Panchayats. Then thére were
714 Gaon Panchayats. But only 204 libraries were
established within the year of 1987. No more rural fibrary
was established by the govemment after 1987. Now these

libraries are run by the librarians and one library assistant. -

Thelibrarians get a paltry of Rs. 250 and library assistant get
Rs.175as mo?xeth%%aaltgry. Only for two years, these librar-
ies were provided fund to purchase, Joumals and newspa-

pers. After 1987 the reqular fund supply was stopped: Book -

ular. Most of the libran‘gdare not

supplyis also became |
su gﬁbing newspaperg?}:djoumalsduetoIackcfﬁmd._

Rurallibra%services:-Libra services notonlyinclude . -
-the ending service. It includes various service like

CAS, SDI service etc. Current awareness service is to
aware the readers about the books which fufills the first law
of library science. If there are books in the libraries, but
readers do not know about them, they will not search these
books. So readers' awareness Is important library

service. Anotherimportant library service is arangement of * -

the books in scientific order so that readers can find outtheir
necessary books from the big heap of the books. This  sci-
entific amangement is done by following classification proce-
dure, cataloguing, computing and so on. This fulfils the sec-
ond law of library science. This means eveq reader has to
find out his necessary books which are available for him in
the tibrarr. The scientific procedure of aranging the books
also fulfills the third law of library science. It means that
| every book has its own readefs, but the book has to be
provided to the reader. If the books are not arranged in
scientific order, book may not be found out by its concemed
reader. Soit is the librarian’s duty to make the meeting of
right book with the right readers. . L
Acoordin%to the fourth law of library science librarians
should save { :
librarian can go for selective dissemination of Information
(SDI) service. To provide this service the librarian has to
select the necessary information for the readers and
disseminate to them. ' Lo .
Thefifth law of library science s, library is a growing
orﬂanisation.. Day b da%new books or reading materials
will be depositedin the libr )
someshort of managerial services to manage these

_ indirectly have impacts on

~ librarians are ‘ignorantaboutth

e time of the readers. To follow this law, .

rary. Librarian have to provide -

growing portion of the library.

In the rural libraries of Assam all those above
mentioned services are not available. Bock lending
service, reading rocm services are regularly provided in the
rural libraries. Generally the rural are poor. Interested -
rural readers among them depend on thelibraries tosatisfy
their urge for beoks. So lending service is very much
essential by the rural libraries. Rural libraries provide
readers service by availing them reading room facility. The

. rural reader gather in the reading room and generally they -
- read newspapers and joumals in the readi_l}%room.
i

To aware the readers, some rural library arrange
seminars or meetings. Most of the rural libraries are attached
with local clubs, which are responsible to run the library.

-Such clubs organise debating competition, Quiz
~ competition, extempore speech competition and

discussions todevelopthe ality of the students which
T lﬁe readeghip of the library. They
become aware about various information. Com

petitive mind
of the students are encouraged by these functions and the:

become interested to go to the library to gnrig:h the:);

“knowledge.

 Mostofthelibrarians of the rural areas are socigl worker
and most of them provide honourary service. Only the
govemnment registered library’s librarian get Rs. 250 salary
which is too munimum. Even, then they render their ser-
vices as a social service, So rural | ry services are
social services almost without  payment. Due to this |
reason, rurel libreries can pot provide the services like the -§.
District libraries or Sub-divisionalibraries. Most of the rural
] out the science, They donot know
how to classify the books or how to catalogue them. They

.grovide their managerial services in traditional way.
- Selective dissemination of information service is almost

absentin the rural areas.Of course some of the rural libraries
grovide documentation service. They provide this service
y sticking the paper cuts of related news tothelocal areas
in an-information board. Information about job, cultural
information, sports informations etc. are provided by this
Publicity service or general information service also
Brgvided by the rural libraries to the rural readers. Notice
ards are used for this purpose. o

Some rural libraries also share their resources with the
locally established schools and colleges. They not only share
the reading materials but also the equigmen like chair and
tables for the reading room, Almirahs to preserve the
books, building to set up reading room or stack room etc. are

_ alsogiven. In most cases this type of resource sharing with
 the rural libraries and educational institutions are informal but |

doneitin a cordial manner. - o
The nural libraries are the centre of various social

- functions like Bihw, Puja, ldd, Tithi of Shankardeva, 15th

August, 26th January and so on. Most of these social

. functions are organised inside the libraries and tibrarian take

}hg rIg&din‘g 'rol? in this fu'r{ggons. Tpese qu&cti[ons have
ndirectim o increase ari ell ina
rural ar‘ea.mostof the t:ases‘r)unrg‘lj hb"gnes aremeof
non-formal education, information dissemination and sports,

~ cultural, and literary promotions.

These rural library services are contributing a lot to

" educational, intellectual , cultural upliftment of the rural
. peopleof Assam. ' , C




Aranya Suraksa Samiti Observes its 7th Foundation Day

B Green Letter Reporter

ranya Suraksa Samii, Assam, a voluntary organisaticn for protection of environment and forest observed its 7th

foundation day at “Kan-maina Jetia Vidyalaya' of Bilasipara. The ceremony was inaugurated by a plantation

programme by Bithika Chakravarty, the head mistress of the scheal. The students of the school pariicipated in the
Seminar on ‘Trees and animals of our country. About twenty students participated in the seminar where they emphasised on
plantation. “We are supported by the trees, we should support them" they said. The seminar was presided by H.Neogi, a
leading citizen of Bilasipara. Noted arlist Pranab Kr. Das, Abdul Karim Khan, Journalist Moslemuddin Ahmed, Sunil
Chaudhury alspaddressed in the seminar. Haricharan Das, Secre!ary General of Aranya Suraksa Samiti, Assam expressed
grafiudetothe B!lasmara Public for their co-operation and suppor! in lhefunchon

Career Informatmn

2 Green l.ettqr Reporter

Career guidance Informatlon Bulletin, an
informative bulletin oncateer information wasinaugu-
rated by Moslemuddin Ahmied, Secretary of Biasipara
Press Clubon the ion of first meet of Blasipara
College library study circle held on last 22 June at |
Bilasipara College Library. The bulletin is published by | (€
Bilasipara College library study circle. B

Tableau Competitors
felicitated

he tableau competitors of BilasiparaCollege
who achieved first prize twice chionologi

cally on 15th  August of 2002 and 26th
January of 2003 organised by Bilasipara Civil adminis- | .
tration were felicitated by Bilasipara CollegeLibrary |8 : ' s
study circle in the function of its first meet held on 22 | 7— R e e
June atthe College Library. The felicitation ceremony | [ 4 scene of ‘PATHARUGHATAR RAN’ performed by the
was presided by R. Sarma, The Principal of Bilasipara | | Students of Bilasipara College on I5th August, 2002 at
College who also distributed the cerlificates of meritto | | Bilasipara Public field in the Tablean competition organised
the competitor students. by Bilasipara Civil administration. B Green Letter Photo

m Bilasipara College library study circle meet
SEMINAR ON COLLEGE EDUCATION DEVELOPMENT

® Green Letter Reporter

seminar on college education development was held on the occasion of first meet of Bilasipara College Library

study circle on last 22 June. The Seminar topic was raised by Hari Charan Das, the librarian of Bilasipara

College library based on his experience of arientation programme organised for the Principals and librarians

in the UGC Academic staff college of Guwahali University from 5th May to 1st June, 2003. He explained the
new steps taken by the UGC to develop the colleges, social responsibility of the colleges, resource generation in colleges,
problems of collection of funds in the colleges, modemisation of the libraries etc. The Seminar was presided by Mr. R. Sarma,
the Principal of Bilasipara College. He explained various developmental activities taken by the coliege. Mr. Ajirul Islam
Mondal, head of the department of Economics of Balasnpara College, Moslem Uddin Ahmed, Secretary of Bilasipara Press
Club, Sunil Saha, Journalist also participated in the seminar.

|
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